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PALMER LODG;!; IS DESCEND.ANT OF PION.i!.ER 
LOOOE OF OLD FORT ERIE 

Niagara F11lls Evening Review October 13, 1954 

Some 1nterest1ng sidel1e.hts have developed in connection 
w1th the recent oberrvf'..nce of Palmer Lodge No.372, A.F. r:ind A.M. 
of Fort Erie of the 75th anniversary of its lnoeptlon. Oonce1vad, 
born and nurtured 1n an atmosphere of history, Pe.lmer Lodge wa.s 
chartered in september 1879. But this old village of Fort �r1e, 
the georgraphio and commer1c1al centre of this part of the Niagara 
d1atr1ot, hB;d both unorganized and organized Ma.aonr.r 1n its v1o1n1ts 
.i1nd environs long before that date. 

The f'1rat. Mason of' whom there 1a a reoord, came to the distriat 
in 1794, and 1nstitut.ed what 1s now known as original Lodge No. 5 
of Fort £r1e. It wa.s a mllita.ry Lodge brought out from J.iJ!gland 
under the authority of the Grand Lodge or :£ngland, by Colonel Joseph 
.Palmer- the grand.sire of Louis Palmer, after whom the existing Lodge 
1s named. Colonel Joseph Palmer and his brother officers were 
Regul.ar British Army men, and were ordered to Canada. with their 
regiment.a and. stationed at old Fort B:r1e. They establ 1shed and 
organized a lodge which was designated Fort Eri.e Lodge No. 5 and met 
at the old fort. Members were; Colonel Joseph Palmer. Colonel IM:x 13 
\varren Sr • •  Ben Hard1aon, Sr, Henry Warren Jr., John Palmer (eon), 
Henry Trout, John Warren, Thomas Baxter and John Baxter (brothers). 
Descendants of all these men left their mark on the •arly history 
of Waterloo and Fort Erie. 

J\s soon e.s pol1t1oal a.ff'a1rs were settled 'between Canada and. the 
U.S. and a friendly relat1on exietedp a number of applicants from 
Buffalo were sdm1 tted to membersh 1.p: Dr. Chs.pm�n and Messrs Ramson, 
Bnrker, Crow, W'ebater_ Mabee and Johnston. 

But the war clouds aga in darkeded the sky and thinlfj became 
impossible. and so the warrant, pa.perm and paraphernalia. were concer 
by John Palmer 1n 1812. Bro Palmer removed these documents to his 
home in wllloue;hbI, that §eot1on along the Nis:;ge.ra River oalled 
Palmer'§ .Pt to t.h1s day, · ... nere another past.master and another Cha.p'nn 
Dr. Gamet K. dhap;nan resides. 'l:he we.r olouds and things in genernl 
continued very unsettled until the fall of 1815 when Bro. .?al.mer a.no 
a few others gath ered at his home a.nd held lodge meetings there. 
sucoesa crowned their efforts although their members ware few and 
scattered, and Bro. £'alm&r ;Jr. , was the first �iorsh1pfUl after their 
re-organ1�at1on. 

Two yea.rs later ln 1317, Bro Louis .i?alcner was :ngde a :':B.son · t 
the age of 20 years. Anong those present o:r, tbis occaaion, ornig 
observes some fa"Dilier auma'nes; Anqrew l'Hller, .idwe.rd Cnrr, Jr. H�;J 
Ghiu'les Hibbard, }�&.thew Haun, Benje''11n H!:!.rdison, Peter 'Jintermute. 
Hohn Liller. Joaeph .. Pr-:iJ.mer Jr. t 2eter- .oolever, Hll i n.:r. Buck. i'ete:· 
.Lnur. i'eter �dsall, Conrad Houae, i�l(�hoL1�1 Bouse and J·:'l.OOb h.'1Un. 

t..Elu1S-
In 1822, L·:Juis P8.lner, a pr:iat mast•a"'', �-r9s installe1 vJitb his 

officers: Benj. Hsll� .;ienlor >.1srdeL '. 1\ndre;.; . lller Jr. ;,aroe.n; 
.::..dw0.rd C8rr. l!'-.sa.surer ?nd Ch0rlea Hlttn:rd, "ecret:::. ry. :rt:is b�nd. 
enco'.lntered many dlf f lcul ties. to.r,:;�:Je::.l off by Et cruah inp· lilo»: in lg'.],.!' 
when Louis Pa.l:ner' s house was bunied t; the ·:::round, with Bll 1ts . 
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contents, nothing was saved - regalia, oharter, books, records , 
Jewels and even the funds of Old Fort .�rie Lodge Fiv e were lost. 

t� Rtte11pt wns TJa.de to reausoiate after the fire, and an 
application for a new charter was sent to the .Deputy at Fort !\lae-.:;Etr2 
The application found 1ts way to the Masonic authorities at Toronto 
and :v:ontreg,l, but for some unexplained Na.son, no response was 
received. lhua disooure.ged end scattered, deprived of a charter, 
a. name and a meeting place, Fort E;rle Lodge No. 5. was compelled to 
disband. 

DOMINION LOOOE 

A.f'ter this catastrophe, not until 1854 was a lodge restablishec 
in the area, a.t Ridgeway. It was the old Dominion Lodge and met in 
the hall of Former Collector o"f OUstoms F. T • .Pattison' a father there. 
Mr. .Pattison 1s a former Past Me.at.er of Palmer. Brethren went from 
Fort Erie to Ridgeway to attend meetings in devious ways. On one 
meeting night records state that aome Fort Erie brethren were Journe 
1ng to Ridgeway on a rail way hand oar, and on pass 1ng the Sexsm1 th 
farm stopped to 0sw1pe" some grapes growing close to the tracks. 
;;vidently Mr. Sexamith was waiting for them, because he let go with 
a shot gun and tis said some of the brethren received buckshot woundE 

. For some unknown reason. the f 1rst Dominion Lodge surrendered 
its oharter 1n 1879. That was the year, -PAlmer ca.me lnto existence. 
w1 th _;the following offioera: Worshipf'ul Master, the late Alfred B. 
Hurrel; Senior Warden, ':i1lliam Thompson; Junior Warden, Ebbert 
Thompson, Junior Warden, f«>bert Moore; Ohapl ain, J.B. Smith; Tri3?9, 
R. Grant \·e.rren and Secretary, John Burgess. I:n 1923 Fort Erle Lo(t<e 
613 W6S foMled at the south endt e.nd about the ea.me t1:ne Dominion 
Lodge, H1dgewa.y .No. 615, wa.s re-chartered. First '.'/orshipful Master 
of Fort £:r1e 612 wa.a the late William F. Willson, and o:r Dominion 
613, R1dgewriy, Ma.jo.r Ja.mes E;. Laur. l'hus revitalized, Palmer is the 
mot.her of both Fort Erie r.ind Dominion Lodges. 
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PALMER::: LEWIS 

LE\V�LS PALMER b. 1791 d. Jan. 17, 1879: 82 yrs. 

marr: Ca tharj_:ne Woolever: b. 1803 d. l!ay '7, 18E 
bur: St. PauYs Cemetery, Fort Erie. 

Children of Lewis g, Ca thari ne Palmer::: seven in number::: 
Adeline �.Beaoh) born May 30, 1821 ____ .,. 

�llen n April 18, 1824 
Mary Ann (2nd 'h�-----W11k1ne)b. June 24, 18?7 
Catlli rine(ls t " " 

) 11 Jil mv 31, 1 83.l _, ,..., ' -., • -.,. ,J u e''.J. fJJ!£,/� '<.---: .. - - . 
John !-�w� '' Jui17 24, 1836. )-"":..:.! i) ��>ii� 
�ill.lam Nel.aon •t June 5, 1839 � ; Leatl Lettt1s. (Shill.) '4 Aug .  14, 184�.. µ._"U/� l 

*�-*�tHHHHfi1f'-N-*�*�'*'IHfi��"**-* -t � ; -w� 
In 1833 Lewis Palmer bought from Jane Hardison, village lot ff c. i11 

Waterloo: in the ist. Con.N.R. : originally granted to Henry WindeckeJ 

Lewis Palmer servecl. in the Provincial Dragoons 1812- 181L�. 

ile was tak.en prisoner at Lundy; s Lane. He later became a Captc:dn in 

the Lincoln Militia. 

L�w+s P@IBR. (1797-1879) raarrled Ca.tharine,daughter of 
.l?eter "?oclever 3r• . He served. in Provincial Dragoons in 181.2-14. 
'la.ken prisoner at Lundy' a Lane. Afterwards a Cs.pta1n tn Lineoli� 
Militia (Cruikshank). 

· 

c. 

i;_ t� troop of' Provineial Dragoon designated !!The .N-1a.garn F:r·.:>n.tier 
Quides n served in 1813-14 under the command of Capt, We1111a..rn 
Ha."Il1lton Merritt, noted 1n later years as a Legislator and a e the 
chief promotor of the Welland Canal. 

From st. l'_aul 's Records and w. P. Gonder: 
('toolever) cb 1ld.ren: 

Lewis ?r�mer & Catharine 
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Lot 2 in the 3rd r an ge con. 3. L.E. 

1801; Crown to J oseph Palmer lot 1 & 2. 200 ¥cres. 

1802 May 22, John Palmer(Richard); executor and eldest son of 

Joseph Palmer deceased : grant to John Mc. Kay 492 acres 

lot 1 & 2 in the 3rd con. with broken front. 

( This piec e of property runs east from the border of Kraft Rd. 

An old ho�stead still stands by the Corner of the· .Garrison & 
.u. 
Kraf t rd . ) 
,_ 

1827e Jan. 12. Lewis Palmer heir of Jo�n Jalmer granted t9 Peter 

Woolever: lot 2 in the 3rd con. L E. (actually the 3rd. ran�e: 
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