
TH~ R1II.!?OAD Y.!1 .'!.A.----- vort "::rie , 

In AuP'Ust 1904 • tre Grand Trunk had plans for the bu1ld1n~ of a 
~.R. Y.~.C.A. , and J. Beck of ~lack -Rock pave the contract to ~anna. 
Bros. of ~id~ewayi to construct the bulldin• that was to be completed 
by reb. 1st., 1'05, at a cost of ~4,SC0.00. 

~r. Colcle~h. the Superintendent of the International ~~id~e • ~ave 
considerable time to ~his new venture. As work propressed the need to 
secure a secretary and to pet th1n~s in shape for the openin~ became 
evident; and r. O.B"rown , or the :3l~ifalo Creek Association was bro~ht 
over b:v !II. Thatcher ancr ~·r. Poore • to take char.!!e or the work until 
the buildinp, was readv, for the openine. 

On Feb. ~rd., 190~ ur. u~ore representirn! the International ~ornm1ttee 
and ur. Coi:>eland of the !'rovincial c-, .... mittee o.r _the Y.v.c.A •• met the 
!ollowinR and formed a committee of mana~ement::: ~·r. Colcleu~h_ superinten­
dent or International Bridae;A.A. Coulthurst aP.ent of the r..T.R.; -.~. 
Do~all, clerk of the 7iabash; !~a.::r"tin Haryey en•ineert;.T.R.R.; A.E. Senry 
en~inee~.C.R.R.; A.B. Hurrel: J.T.James: and Alexander Jackson 

At this meetin~ the tollow1n~ officers were elected: 
••r. Colcleu~h -- ~hairman A.A. Coulthurst treasurer: A.A. Jackson seot. 
~.c. Brown was ~ecretery in char,,e of the bu11di~. ~he mana,,ement was 
placed upon the shoulders of these ei•ht men bv ¥T. Cnoelan~. who ~a~e 
an interestinP- talk or. the dut1es and reepons1b111t1es of the corrunittee 
of mana~ement. 

On March 21st • the openinp took place. att ended by members ot the 
International Committee, anl the Provincial Gommittee, Y.U.C.A., R.R. 
officials and others from far and near. It was a preat day for old 
~ort Erie, for the old slo~an of the ~.R.~y" a home for men away from 
home• , was brou~ht back with due force. 

'!'he tollow1n-. eveni~ the Cot'1'\J1l ·ri ttee met and by-laws of the 
association were passed. Tbe name n ~r1d•ebur• rort Erie ~ailroad 
Department of voun~ •en's Christian Association~ was adopted. 

Ever since the bu11~1n~ ~s eo~~le~ed • +,h~re was t•lk o~ m~~ine ~1 
because the company needed more room for tracks, and finally the direct s 
aquired half an acre from Messrs Walker and Riselay on Lewis St. Rails 
were laid and greased and a locomotive hauled the building to its position 
on the new site. Togeter with the necessary changes that had to be made, 
this cost in the nei~hbourhood of $1,000.00. The move altered the status 
of the building ; as the company owned the building and the association 
the land; with the result that the trusttes were appointed to arran~e for 
the morga~e. They were l.:.r. Colcleugh., 'fl .H. Dou~alland J ohnT. James. 
On Nov. 13th., 1905 .r·. w. James was elected to the directors. 

~he question of an addition to the buildirll had been brought up 
continually for ten years,as the men were sleepinp in chairs and on the 
tables. So in 1917 , once more theoommittee came to our need, and had 
plans drawn and approved by the Board for an addition which oost~5,450.oo. 
The contract was let to the Troup Bros. of Fort Erie.Terminal 3uper1nten­
dant T.W. Saunders and M.Swartz B.B. Superintendant were both very help­
ful in every way t• ~acilitete the earlt completionot the work; and 
~ecretary ~ay worked untirinely in ~ettin, the new win~ ready. when the 

ork was completed the Board of Trustees signed an a~reement with theG.T. 
•&ilroad respecting the new buildint , which increased the accomodation 
to 40 beds, better ~throom faeilities, and better quarters for the staff. 

On Oct • 19th 1920 the entire upper 1flo•r wes b~rnt out, however the 
first floor was saved ; a~~ they were able to rebuild the damaged seotion. 

A new ·1· Y" was offic·tt~ 1.ly opened in 1969 onLewis st. close to theR R oross ng. • 




