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1IY BARLY DAYS IN ©HE OLD CHURCI AL :;.,,,J.\_LI
In the recent past my esteemed brother, Dr. C.EO. Wittlin ~cm; SUT—
gested that I write some things I observed in the earlicr days of our
ciiurcli.  Since I have vassed my eightieth birthday ny opportunivy Ilox
reogictering what I remember of former conditions of church life nay woon
ternminate. The sunset of my life may not be very far in the distance.
“hey tell me I arrived in the Levi Winger home on November 17, 10075
at Ridgeway, Ontario. Being the first son in Levi Vinger's home, alcso
the first grandson in Asa Bearss' family I was specially honored. They
gave me the odd name of Alvin Leroy. Who named me I never have found out.

Then I lived nearly fourteen years until I met another Alvin. Thils der-

son was Alvin Berry in Clarence Center, New York. Vhen the name Alvin

¥
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ras mentioned I certainly knew they meant me and not Chester, Dav1d,

<

llarshel, Vaolter, Paul, Jesse, Warren, Allen, Fred or one of tThe otlher
NUmerous Winger boys who attended the old church.

Iy mother or grandmother Bearss usually had charge of me at chiurciis
The only thing I had to entertain myself when the preachers preacied O
©, a8 I thought, was my mother's picture when a small girl in a small
blaclk case and a ladies' watch chain. This chain I vould let run down
throuzi a hole sin the back of the seat then »ull it out ggein. ‘ould
you believe it after seventy fivé years the same hole ig in <the same scot

e

stlli in use situated where it always stood in the chiurci? The only ciltcr-
ions of the church seats since then is an additional board on ton. Yo
Gifferent paint has altered their appearance.

A *arue wood box stove stood on an unpainted floor aboul in tie

~

center of the audience room. Six coal oil lomps were susnended from threc
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. omall ropes ruming through six small pulleys factened to the ceiling.
Lhey were so arranged that when the janitor pulled one lamp dovm o
Li:hv it the one on the other end went up toward the ceiling. Ucually

viere was one or two lamps on the long narrow table behind which the

wers sat on a long seat.
Perhans et this point I should mention two things of interest to
some. One was a pail of drinking water and a tin cun located just oubt-

gon

side the cdoor of the entrance into the back room. Some of the little
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lks would get very thirsty during service so must march up in sight of

O

1
21l %o have & drink. Once in a while some youngoter would din in too far.
~he left over was poured back into the pail. This made no difference 4o
the next one. Very few were germ conscious those days. This pail and

lie custom associated with it became obsolete years and years &70.

o ; .

The other was the large double cradle in the baclt room. It is gtill
in excellent condition somewhere. David Climenhaga nade it or had it

made for his twin girls, Carry and Sarah. liany and many a babe h
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sleen in it. I believe John Climenhaga has sald I crowded him out. e

Gre el Triends.,
As a church goer my conception of truth was about the time linzlich

preaching supercceceded any of the Dutch or German, so do notv recall ony-—

h singinz, praying or preaching.

A1l singing was soprano sung from the small black hymn boolks witlhout

neces, 1 he my Lfather's vet in my nossession. an alnost heor
noves 1 have ! father's book yet jo]e) ion. I can al v heor

vet oishop Abram Winger quote these lines "Jerusalem my hapny home cii wow |

I lornz for vhee. Vhen will my sorrows have an end, thy joys when sholl :
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Iy uncle Llie Winger and Abe Winger were the first bhase sincers.
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larie Bean (Climenhaga) was the firet alto singér. We had the onpdrtuniﬁy
of attending singing school or class in Brother Johnnie Winger's hdmc.

Che first Sunday School superintendent L rememb%r was George ?cowilor,
one of the ministers. <The beginners both snall boys{and airls)hadZthcir
class in a scoorate room. The first teacher I remember was Sorah Clincn-
Lago wio loter beceue John Engle's wife. At Sunday School small coards
avout one by one and one half inches were given to every one Dresent.
These cards had short scripture verses printed on them. “ahen we had ten
ve could exchange them for a lovely large card 'about four by six inches
%o leepn. lay I say in my estimation Brother George Detwiler, our sujer—
intendent, made one mistake when he took Walter O. Winger and Alvin L.
Winger out of the back room and placed us in a class of ali girls in the
audicnce room. At that age neither one of us liked girls too well. Lut

.we voth chanced our attitude later in life. DBrother Detwiler must have
seen his mistake for nextrSunday we were more comfortably situated in a
clauss of boys even 1f we were younger.

Prayef meeting was held in the homes of members every Vednesday
nig@t. (ne of the ministers conducted them. Around fifty years aro sone

oible study clasces were held in different homes in the district. Lhey

were well ottended by the younger and older menbers of the church. Uie

N
-

resnonsibility of those classes rested on me.

The Semi-Annual Love Feasts were sometines called the "Big tlecting™.
411 members wented to be present so made an effort to be there. 4 Zriday
evenine service seemed to belong to the occasion. Services otegan 2% ven
o'clock Saturday morning and continued until evening. Lhe Feet Vashing
end Communion Service closed the evening service. Very seldon was any

. nenmber absent. The Sunday morning and evening services were always

“J
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than the ordinary week end services. UYhe Vainflees minicters
sed being present with other members on Love

I* night surprise you to say that in thosc carly days we crosscd
tle Velland Canal on a float. Well, what is that. “Phe float was

Phdne built 1i%e g bridge lying in the water. It wac only long

Lo accenodate and ea arry a team of horses hitched to a wacon or

Yas N0 railing on either end or on the one
ide had two posts throuch which a fairly heavy chain nassce

this chain Vas securely fastened to the bank on ovpositc sides.
clain was always stretched tight when in use but must te lowered o
oottom of the canal to let boats pass. lhe float wag slowly vullec

the canal by one man. e fastened his stout stick on the chain the:
Pulled the whole out fit across by walking back and Torth and oulling:,
have less tension writing this than when I experiernced r first »i

Ve never stayed on the wagon for fear the horseg mlght baclk off yetl zoie

vlocks were always placed behind the wheels. It was a silent ridcec. Ve

all breathed easier when we stepped on mother earih agwin; “he creite-
Lient 21l faded away when we met the brethren at +the chiurceh and enjo

the fellowship which followed., Non-members in the corunity

church nembvers to be present for Saturday Service. Une insgh CAallce=~ven

2Eo & brother Sidger by name on the Saturday of Bertie Love Feast wus in
along:

his field on his farm. Dan, a cousin of Bishon Bert Sherk, came al

and svovped—-— "Levi, what are you doing here?" Ievi'g answer—-—-1jgy

~
o) VU...A;_—.»‘,Q

SICN G

len said in no uncertain language-- "Levi, your place is us ther

Love Feast.® S50 it was. Dan was not a Christian. Srother Ievi

publicly confessed all this later.

. Iy memory takes me back to the meals on these occasions




-5
table was always provided for any who were not members. Buclh neoglo Viers
always welcome. Vhen all were seated at the tables they song o hjmn He-
fore onec of the ministers asked the blessing. In closing some one alweyo
cove thanks. The deacons were in charge in the basement. Ve hav@ nov
forgotten the tin soup dishes for . special soup “hag was always sdrvod Lor
the eovening meal. Some of these dishes are yet bre°erved "ouevhcre. Pin
cunc vrovided drinking water for all. No tea or coffee was served in the
early deys.

Sheds were built around the three sides of the church yard for the
vrotection of the lorses. At the noon hour the brethren fed hay and
watered the horses while the sisters gatherced the dishes and wached then.
When I think of the congestion of people, horses and rigs after church
esnecially without a yard light at night I marvel that no serious accidents
werce ever renorted.

Visitors were always welcomed and entertained over night. Ve could
nome the following visiting ministers whom we have seen and heard. On
thece very important meetings of the church one or more were present and
o*cMCWGd——u.'W. Hoover from Cayuga, Abram Winger and Chris Winger Ifron
Suringcvale, Pred BElliot from Richmond Eill, Dan Heise from Clarence Center,
Sishop John Sider and Chris Sider fiom Wainfleet, Bishop John Relghard
Lfron Pordwich,.Bishop Charles Baker and Isaac Swalm from Duntroon, Sinon
Cober and others in later years.

All weddings were held in the bride's home or at the minister's re=-
sidence. If a coming wedding was announced in public for three consecutive
Sunéays the bridal pair needed no license to get married. Church weddings
were unknovn when I was married.

A divorce was an unheard of affair in our community. Divorce we
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. considercd unscriptural and a very, very wrong&el,
I do not remember the first Bishop, John VWinger of Bertie Iistrict.
Lhe other three older ones, Abram Winger, his son Jonas Winmer and Uert
oileriz, I hove visited in their homes--later Bishop ‘m. Charlton, now

living. ‘hen a boy and later in life I have enjoyed the hospitality in

L)

vhe homes of the following deacons—-David Climenhaga, Christian Bitner,

sen barnhart, Andrew Sider, Daniel Climenhaga, Levi Vinger (my father),

John Vinger, Warren Vinger, Norman Winger, llanuel Fretz, Fred Climenhaca,

e

}

evcr Sider and others later. When I was ordained at Bertie in 1915 by

T 4=

J. Il. Zook there were seven ministersw-Nicolas Michael, Asa Bearss (iy

CL

grandfather), Jonas Winger, Girven Bearss, Bert Sherk, Jesse Winger and
Alvin L. Viinger. Albert Reigle and Warren Winger were chosen later after

I iroved to Gormley in the liarkham District in 1921.

. All electvions for church officials were done by ballot. Anyone
re 001v1nﬂ the highest number of votes was declared elected by the church.

suchh electiones with very, very few exceptions were owned and blesced by
The Lord. OSuch candidates made good by the help of the Lord. In Bertie
cliey did not walt long until ordination. One examble--—brother Jzsse
Winger and myself were elected in February and ordained ir H;rch.

2o c¢lder (bishop) or minister received any sveclal remuvnerasion o
church services such as funerals, weddings or weekly sexvices. uOu-ﬁl“OL
an evangelist would receive a free will offering or have his train fare
pvaid.

llay ve name some evangelists of former days whom the Lord used %o

stir hearts here at Bertiew-J. W. Hoover (an outstanding Canadisn evans-

W

. elist), 3. F. Hoover, Jacob Engle, J. R. Zook, lioah Zoolk, Jonn liyers,

- - - . (4{' " R y Nt R |
Jd. 5. Jemman, 1. L. Doner, Willew lyers, Ray Vitter, Vernon Stwin and
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‘.F'w“ ukcckal*l - Lefayette Shoalts and Dert Sherk were freouently aboent

|

in evungelistic service across the line as Canadian bvangelists. Other
worthy and faithful God-called evangelists who later served the church
could be nmentioned.

cany of the four week revival mectings were certeaeinly owned DJQ

blocsed by

o a

God. “he Spirit took over. lany were add@d to the chural.
coins to revivel neeting was the most important thing forty end filty
vcars &.0. Lhere wes not much other work done ekcept £0 to church &t
it end sunport dey orayer meetings. ‘“They were great days, great re-
reat results.

It might’be of interest to some today that I remcmber whern we had
no alter service. Anyone under convietion with a repentant heart would
simonly stand where they were sitting when an invitation wes given. Such
‘JiZlCCTe regponece meant salvation for the Spirit was faithful in doins lis
vori in the heart. Such converts were with few exceptions ready for bven-
Tiscw and church membership as soon as opportunity presented itseli. Lavn—

Tisii was often administered in Lake Erie. ‘here was no trouble to get
converts tvo conform to the plain way and adhere to tezachincs of scrinture
as z‘ecuicen by the church. It was true a few fell by the weyside. ‘aen
& convert becane a member he stayed in and nulled with the rest.

; Funerals were much different than our modern ones today. 4All dezd
were laid out and if embelmed it was done in the lome. Some friend, nel
bor or distent relative took part in the wake. This was the old custon

of watchinz a dead body prior to burial. Such 1no1v1uualb, usually two,

alwoys remained up all night while the family retired. It was ny duty ond

privilege to accomnany ny cousin lielvin Sider on one occasion in Clorence

.Center. P h

Lthe night seemed rather long.

o

I well remeuwber Mr. Chris Climenhaga, the underteker. lie had
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all the funerals asround Stevensville. He was attired in a lorng black
'co;zt, a olug hat and black gloves. His black hearse was aulled by a well
mavelied black team. This was the outfit which served the vpublic in those
carly dave,

Cne time when lr. Climenhage needed a black horse to make a matchcd
vean for his hearse he purchased one from Ben Climenhagra who lived nesr
wichmond Hill. Some one either rode this horse horsebaclk or drove it
nivelhed up the one hundred and twenty miles hone.

At the funeral service when the preachers had completed their vart
the funercl director opened the casket in the éhurch. 'he congrezation
including all the relatives then took their last look. XNo flowers were
ever on display anywhere. I do remember a very small sheaf of wh

oloced on top of the coffin one time. Whose funeral I do not know. Unon

arrival at the cemetery the casket was carried and immediately nlaced intbo

‘he rouzh box. The cover was then fastened by the undertaker. “Lhe six
pallbearers lowered it to the bottom of the grave. The minister in cherge
recd the burial rite and offered the closing prayer. Before the relatives
end friends left the open grave two men filled in the grave. Yhe first
i‘u::e:@ I remeuber attending was wmy Grandmother Vinger's. It was a very
Soilcun occasion. Since that day long ago I have read bheside niany an onen
c1eve, ecxreh to ;ar"Ch, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.

Ag fer buck as I remember oreaching always followed Sunday School
between eleven and twelve o'clock. One minister opened with a hyna znd
scrislure reading. Then two prayed. Yhe last one only prayed m;ét is |
frequently terued the Lord's Prayer. One did ﬁhe speaking. Another .1

ister would give some closing remarks and anounce the closing hymn. “he |

‘“ole congresation again knelt when two prayed again, the last one recect-

iy epadn the Lord's Prayer. Whe Bishop gave the amnouncenents usut Ly
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cnéi*g with these wordg if the Lord will and we live." winging the
Doxolosy closeq the service. |

In those days no specigl hotes or sermon outlines were ever uscd.

It was tryue Some preachers diq considerable wandering awvay from thelr

{

texts or subjects. \
The sermons contained ang upheld the great neéd of rcmerudnéc and
Collversion. ‘She definite work of the Holy s “plrlt was plainly t”U”Lu.
<hey always included consistent Christian living. Taking part in nolitics
acting as g jurymen, or o going to law orp going to war was considered very
inconsistent for 81y member of good standing. The°e things were frecuent-
ly »preached against along with belonging to Lodges, Ssecret Orders or
aving your life insured. leeting Jyour financigl obligations was exnected
and required of all. Plain attire was the outside nlark of g good church
.r;::o::;ber. Lut a heart rfull of love, compassion, kindness, hunmility, long-
Suffering and fors giveness was not to be lacking. Putting off the old man
and hig crucifixion that the body of sin micht be destroyed (Rom. 6:6) wag
Uoheld znd 1o aught. I remembep My great uncle licholas [dchael relating

A

SIG comvarine hig exXperience in killing a fox to the destruction of the
J‘(-"—Léu{ Zha ’

0ld carngl neture. He killed or thought he hﬁd € fox.. Then he »ut his

rox (suvpos edly dead) in the Smole house until he hagd g convenlent tine 4o

birpy Him, (1. next day was Sunday. Uncle wanted to show his Iriend the

1o0x, e wlen he opencd the door to his greas Surprise the fox was vand-

fi)

ireg W, S5 ne had to be killed over again. fThen in comparing the den

<

of the 0ld man to the fox —-if he is not really dead you should nale sure

that he is, Rom. 6:6,

lissionary activity was a live issue with sone. Grandfather Beores

‘i Chris Vinger of Soringvale left their homes for zva ngelistic llectin-s
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in the loushton Area about seventy years ago. I remember Grandfether
®
wringing home some sweet chestnuts for ne. They sowed the good sced.
2rom time to time special services were conducted there. Dhis wes the
first »lace I preached away from home. Iater the field was morw thorougii-
1y woriced by John Uigh and Bishop Edward Gilmore and others. Todey we
heve established congregations there.

We should not overlook the days and days the deacons sprent in their
yearly visits to all the members. This seemed to be a great help in
ieeing order and unity in the church.

“he council meetings were well attended. Ve sometimes listened %o
sone warn discussions which seemed neces sary to keen the good work moving

Our conclusion can only be--if the Wingers planted, the Bearsscs
and others vatered, God gave the increase. The old church is still on the
. nep. Hder light has not gone out. The present congrcgation is owned and
blessed of the Lord under the faithful ministry of Bishoo Wm. Charlton
and his co-workers. Plans are laid for enlarging the present building to
Letter accomodate their large Sunday School.

21 conclusion of these meditations and memories of the nact, I nmust

(\

thank nmy Saviour and Lord for what I have heard and scen and .exnericnced
21 tie old church at Bertie. It has so colored my life thet T cen never
g€t ewvey Irom i%. Vay some ray ask. Decause in the old church <the Tirst
cernions I ever heard were preached, there I felt the Spirit's conviection
for‘the first time, there I was made conscious that ny sins were 211 for-
given, there they accepted me as a church member and I took my church vows
on the day of my baptism in ILake Lrie, there I gave ny first public testi-
mony of being saved, unerc the church chose Mme as one of their ministers

'lhhere I had ny feet washed and toolk comrunion for the first tine, there I
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‘.‘F ordained to the ministry by Bishbp J. R. Zook, there I pnrezched ny
firet sermon from 1 Cor. 10:12,

In the adjoining cemetery are the marked graves of ny father a@*
motner, wy little brother Leslie, my four grandiarents and ny first %

|

orotlier~-in~law, Albert Riegle. The mortal remains of ny brother ministers

s

w0 stood with me in the pulnit are lying in their graﬁes wntil the first
repurrection.  “Yhe grass may have grown green over their graves but ﬁ*
camov cover the nmewory of vleasant eXperiencés enjoyed together.

Jhe sumer's sun or the winter storms of forty two years away Ifron
the old church has not faded the pictures tliat harg on memory's wall for
whey are not written but deeply engraved on my heart.

Lthe Lertie Church is a sacred spot on earth for me.

By Bishop Alvin L. Vinger,
Januvary, 1964.
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