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lA)OKI ''G J!OR ·nu.T :Ol.$til$J~D .Horix • 

I rihnll be pa.1R1ng tho oighty-n~H?0!1d mil<lnto;:.i.e ot 
on eilrth. F.:arly in nry l1f4i> I reali tho.t God, in tlle 

ot creation, d 1 t v1as .no:t o cl for r1'!r..n to be alontt, but 
for an hol pmect. f'or him, I cho oe, a oor1rp:.:...nio1, of f!IS.\H'; 

\'f'i th Ch:ri :;'lti~n Tirtu<:u;, tQ help tr~~ad tht$ 'P Of li • 
d. mo\·ed uuon ou:r hea.:rtt to ~d Vii our 11 VflS and 11.l~r-

to In the year ln6·7, WG ga.y9 our h~arte t.o l1irn uni t(H1 
•.runker Church in Oo:mado.. Tl'U:'ee yta:rs lo.te.r, l to 

, .n1etey, ·1u~ otood under ea oh other' a a.rma a.t~u ti;·1i:1red on~ a.notner' a 
~cl eorrows a.nd burdtrua, thus .fulf'ilU.na th• la•1:v ot Ghri~t. .rn 
urd1n and heat ot th\9 day we wore oru.t fl4)sh until tho h,1,ilt vma 
·&"I'_,. after fi!ty-1u~ven y~o.ra in the · Gtru{~ .:le ot life. In all 
a and downs of lire, ~wo o!ton rtloulrked to it&ch othor thnt the 

good to us, for lle arzya, "'l'h• twain strn.ll be out flesh, 111 ar,1d 
the h!llt of that flc~h i 11 tL\ken alf1lY • ••I~Hrn1 th• .. bett.<:ir halt,~ 
.. 1sn•t ,much left: nothing, but a poor old OPU'e-'«orn, frune goi:ig 
'h• tot terlnt.~ path a 0 t life, legning Upon the Dtl'Orl/J ar1.:1 Of the 

1 like .Juab of' old vmen blosaino; the t\VO eonw of Jooeph, "·::nor-
.4 J.eantns upon the top ot hie atatr.~ He~.·11121. 

~ ...... betn made to exelaJ.rt w1 th the ;pat:rinroh ;;avid, "I h.&ve 
and now :.:i.m. old, yet hs.'f• I not f.l•~m thtt1 :ri:.:;lrt,Jous foraaJ.;;;en 

$4 'btVJting bread.• Paa.. 37: 25.. •Truly r;r Lora h~• been 
1• advnno~d a.;i;e. i.w hand 1 u nearly :!ll ro at th~ 

li'rt7, yet it ir.: ~trong bQe~.:ufle 1r1 ou.r young~?' we oide4 
41 and TIOdi!:rntlon in ~ll thinr;1 wh.ilo tr~~vcl1 1n :fle::zh 
t tl'o.m. thio w:rld. to th~t wh.i<'lh in to m::muh lk't all thftse 

, tlie l.orel h~.e' ht"ltn good t•· · flua• tor lov4i and ~eal tor 
j ~ade U111 yok1t: ea."y and Hia burden f'e4l liJ~h·t. 

f!'r$ f 11fet1!'.'le I heve otfi c1 ated at OVGl" thr!'l'>e hmid.rod ;:;t.nd 
~11~rt\l oco•ud.one ~.r.Hi over on3 htmdred bl r>:i:il.trirlonio.l cion ... 
'liil+J %'t:i.tl.VG l:uulr1 nade to dr1.rJc of 'the bitter cup of sorrow 
<\hou:ra ha.via overshado\vl\ld. my path, I hnve th"' e as i;rv~ 
I: lJt t.h• l'.rcu.1t thl'J gloom l'lill soon vai1ieh and tlle 1.silvGr lining 

IU' ll• tho cloud break• to let in the liir:h.t. lo.i th iu1d patience 
our motto. 

ajr friend.a, let iua etlok to the rit~ht a llt\1.Le lon"er a.rat all •'11'• •come up h1t9>.•r.• 

Yo \a.'rfl J. n HJ.111 • 

A• ll•U••· Itid.gewq' Ont.. 
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HY l!:AH.LY DAYS IN THE OLD CEURC:l : AT. :.;:s" LT IE 

recent past my, esteemed brother, Dr. C. \ 0 . \'Ii t t li!l(; er on('.

th.at I write some things I observed in· tho eo.rlicr days of Ot;.r 

I 

ol1urch. Since I ho.ve passed my eightieth bir·thday my Ol)J.?Ortunity ! for 

e:ri110 what I remember of former conditions of church life Lli.i.y soorl 

te,rmi:0.9.te. The S1.ll1set of my life may not be very far in the dista.nce. 

!.(hey tell me I arrived in the Levi Winge:C: home on November 17, 1G33 

at RidGewa.y, Ontario. Beine the first son in .. Levi '\'finger's hone, also 
·:. .· . I the first grandson in Asa Bearss' family I ·was spegially honored. CChey 

gave me the odd name of Alvin Leroy. Who named me I never have found out. 

'l'heu I lived nearly fourteen years until I met anothel" Alvin. This per

eqn was .Alvin Berry in Clarence Center, Hew Yorlc. \'then the na."ne Alvin ,,, ... 9 waa mentioned I certainly knew they meant me and not Chester, David, 

lll~shal, Walter, Paul, Jesse, Warren, Allen, Fred or one of the other 
f 

n'OJ?rerous Winger boys who attended the old churcho 
J 

f Hymother or grandmother Bearss usually had charge of ne at church. 

~hel only t~inr; I had to entertain myself when :the preachers preaci:1ed so 

as I thought, was my mother's picture when a small girl in a sr;:all 

case and a ladies' watch chain. This chain I \·rould le~c nm down 

a hole,in the back of the seat then pull it .J • ouc again. 1:!oulcl 

·oelieve it after ·seventy five years the same hole is in the sc.r.::e sc2.t 

in use situated where it always stood in the church? The only c1ltcr-

of the church seats since then is an additional board on top. Y cs, 

paint has altered their appearance. 

large wood box stove stood on an unpainted floor about in the 

ter ·of the audience room. Six coal oil laraps \·rnre sus1)endcd fror:: three 



) 

-2-

ropes, rtumil'l(; ·through six small pulleys factened to the ceiliric. 

a.rranc;ed that when the janitor pulled one lamp down to 

one on the other end went up to\'mt·d the ceilinc. Usually 

one or two lamps·on the long narrow table behind which the 

l'>l"G~chers sat on a lone; seat. 

Perhaps at this point I should mention two thines of interest to 

One was a pail of drinl<:ing water and a tin cup located just out-

the door of the entrance into the bnck room. Some of the little 

•'I.I'""~"".., would get very thirsty during service so· must march up in sic::ht of 

have a drinlc. Once in a while some youngster would dip in too fr.r. 

over was 1 poured back into the pail. This made no difference to 

one. Very few were e;erm conscious those days. This pail and 

om associated with it became obsolete years and years ago. 

other ~ra.s the large double cradle in the back room. It is still 

condition some\.1here. David Climenhaea made it or had. it 

twin girls, Carry and Sarah. Iv:any and many a babe had a 

I believe John Climenhae.;a has said I crowded him ou,,c. Ue 

friends. 

--· a church goer my conception of truth was abo1.,i.t the time Enelis!1 

superceeded any of the Dutch or German, so do not recall. any-

' English sine;iUG, praying or preachinr;. 

singing was soprano sung from the small blaclc hymn books '1ithout 

I have my father's boolc yet in my possession. I can alr:.:.ost heo.r 

.Abram Winger quote these lines "Jerusalem my lu11:r0y ho~;1c ol: ho\·t 

thee. When will my sorrows have an end, thy joys ·when shc.lJ. 
I 

I 
uncle Elie Winger and Abe Winger were the :t'i\st base sine er-
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Marie Beam (Climenhat'.)a) was the first alto singer. We had the opptjrtunity 

I I 
(l! · o)ttending sinc;ing school: or class in Brother Johnnie Vlinger' s ho·ine. 

I 
first Sunday Schoo'l superintendent I rememb~r was George rot.idler, 

.the ministers. '.J:he beginner~ both sr.1all boys land c;irls) had I their 

a sGpo.rc.~Ge room. '.Che first teacher I remember was Sa.rah Clir.1011-
' i 

later bcce.i:1e John Engle' s wife. At Sunday School small co.rds 

one by ~ne and one half inches were eive:ri. to every one present. 

cards had short scripture verses printed on them. vr.aen we had ten 

,:\'fe oould exchanee them for ·a lovely large card:' about fou.r by six inches 

to k:eep. Hay I say in my a·stimation Brother George Detwiler, our super

i~tendent, made one mistake· when he took Walter 0. Winger and Alvin L. 
" out of the back room and placed us in a class of all girls. in the 

'*., e.tid:ienoe room. At that aGe neither one of us liked girls too ,.,,ell. :Cut 

changed our attitude later in life. Brother Detwiler must have 

mistake for next Sunday we were more comfortably situated in a 

of boys even if we were younger. 

Prayer meetine was held in the homes of membel;'S every Wednesday 

One of the ministers conducted them. ·Around fifty years aco some 

study classes were held in different homes in the district. 1ihey 

'wn~11:1 .well attended by the younger and older mer.1bers of the church. '..tr-.:.e 

"' 
~~nsibility of those classes rested on me. 

The Semi-Annual Love Feasts were sometiNes called the 11 J3ig Eec;;tir'-(;~ 11 • 

members wanted to be present so made an effort to be there. A :;:;\ride..y 

service seemed to belong to the occasion. Services began o.t ten 

Satu;rday morning and continued until evening. '..:he Feet '.!ashi:r-0 

Serv,ice closed the evening service.. Very seldom was any 

absent. The Sunday morning and evening services were ali;-;ays 
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<;,.> le.:re1:i."' than tho ordinary week end services. The Vain.fleet mini::;tcrs 

•t, --~ldclm missed being present with other membero on Love l!'eaot occ<>.oiono. i 

rit migh·t; surprise you to say that in those early days we cro:::>.sod ! 
' 

\·lelland Canal 011 a float. 1 . 
l Well, what is that. The .float wac comE::-
built lil\:e ·a bridge lyins in the water. A ] 

It was m1ly lone enouch 

a team of horses hitched to a waeon or c<::;rriacc. 

railil"J3 on either end or on the one side. The onuosite -"' .. 
posts throtieh which a .fairly heavy chain passed. Each c.nd 

.fastened to the bank on opposite E.:idcs. 11l1i s 

alwa~,rs stretched tight when in use but must ·oe lowered to the 

o.f the canal to let boats pass. lihe float wo.s slowly ~ullcd acrosz 

by one man. He~ fastened his stou·t; sticlc on the chain then 

the whole outfit across by walking back and forth a.nd l)Ullinc. I 
I 

lees tension writing this than when I experienced my first ride. 

kB i-lere always placed behind the wheels. 

ver stayed on the WBgon for fear the horses micht buck o.ff yet s;or::e 

It was a silent ride. 

when we stepped on mother eart;h ac;;ain. The oxci te-
, ifo 

! ' 

a·way when vre met the brethren at the church and enjoy0d 

which follo:wed. Non-members in the COllli:!Uni ty e::J;ected all 

to be present for Saturday service. One instance--ycarz 

'~rother Sider by l1aL1e on the Saturday of Bertie I.ove li'e1:~st was in 

Dan, a cousin of Bishop Bert Sherk, cane alor:.g 

pped"'."'- "Levi, what are you doing 4ere? 11: Levi's ansv.rer---- 11 \Tor:d::.~::; .. 11 

said in no uncertain language-- 11 Levi, your place is u:p there at 

Feast." So it was. Dan \t'as not a Christian:. Brother I.evi 

con.fessed all this later. 

, memory taJces me bao~ to the meals on these occasions. A sepe..rate 
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,, ~"'.bll.e was always provided for any who were not members. Such people \taro 
·· ~>h:t: ~;;S~,·?\ : ... '.'J 

'"~~~~ys .welcome. \'lhen all were seated at the to.bloc they sane a h~Hm bo-

. ·tore one of the ministers aslced the blessing. In closing some on~ alwayo 
I 

thanks. The deacons '\~ere in charge in the basement. Vle hav1 not 

the tin soup dislles for . spGcial soup the., was always s11"Vcd for 

days. 

Some of these dishes are yet preserved somewhe.~e. S:in 
I 

drinking water for all. No tea or coffee was served in the 
I 

.. 
Wf,fre built around the three sides of the church yard for the 

of the rorses. At the noon hour the brethren fed hay and . . 

the horses while the sisters gathered the dishes and wached them. . ' 

I think of the cn:ngestion of people, horses ar+d rigs after church 
I 

j!lsp,ecially without a yard light at night I marvel that no serious: accidents 

'\'TJlZCe ever reported. 

Visitors were always welcomed and entertained over night. i,'fe could 

the following visiting ministers whom we'have seen and heard. On 

very important meetings of the church one or more were present and 

pte)iched--J. l'l. Hoover from Cayuga, Abram Winger and Chris \'linger from 
'/:,i ' 

, Fred Elliot from Richmond Hill, Dan Heise from Clarence Center, 

John Sider and Chris Sider from Wainfleet~ Bishop JobJ?. P.eir;hc.rd 
', 

Fordwich, ..Bishoi; Charles Baker and Isaac Swalm from Duntroon, Sir:ion 

and others in later years. 

All weddings were held in the bride's home or at the minister's re-

If a co:cJ.i:ng wedding was announced in public .for three consecutive 

the bridal pair. needed no license to get married. Church \'!eddin0s 

unkno'\'m when I was married. 

A divorce was an unheard of affair in OUl" cornr4unity. Divorce was 
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very, very wrong .ad'1 

not remember the first Dishop, John Wineer of Bertie District. 

three older ones, Abram Winger, his son Jona.s Winger and llert 

have visited in their homes--later Bishop Wr.i. Charlton, now 

i'tb.en a boy and later in life I have enjoyed the hospi to.li ty in 

of the followingideacons--David Clime:nhaga, Christian Bitner, 

, Andrew Sider, Daniel Clime:nhaga~ Levi Winger (my father), 

, Warren 'Wi:nc;er; Norman Winger, l:anuel Fretz, Fred Climen.11.aga, 

Sider and others later. When I was ordained at Bertie in 1915 by 

Zook there were seven ministers ... -Nicolo.s Michael, Asa Bearss (l~!Y 

, Jonas Winc;er, Girven Bearss, Bert Sherk, Jesse Wincer and 

Winc;e1"'. Albert Reigle and Warren Wi::neer were chosen later after 

to Gormley .in the 1-Iarkhwn District in 1921. 

elections for church officials were done by ballot. Anyone 

the highest number of votes was declared elected by the church. 

~lections with very, very few. exceptions were o·wned and blesacd by 

Such candidates made good by the help of the Lord. In Bertie 

long until ordination. One example--brother J0sse 

·were elected in February and ordained in I:arch. 

lfo elder (bishop) or Iilinister received arry special remuneration for 

ch services such as funerals, weddings or weekly services. ---Someti1:1es 

ar...gelist would receive a free will offering or have his train fare 

name some evangelists of former days whom the Lord used to 

here at Bertie ... -J. W. Hoover (an outstanding Cunadim1 1 evai'l.(:;-

Hoover, Jacob Engle, J. R. Zoolc, Eoah Zook, John Ey~rs, 
I ' 

1L L. Doner, Will~ I·!yers, Ro.y ~{itter, Vernon Sttu:J.l)iand 
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)!reckbill. 

I 

· L8.fayette Shoalts and Bert She1rk were freq_uently a1;zent 

ev1lngelistic service a.cross the line as Canadian :E.vangelists. Other 
I 

who later served the chur:ch W'Ol"tlly and faithful God-called evangelists 

v~vala 

be l:1entioned. : 

of the four week revival meetings were certainly 0\•'11ed aJd 
I 

God. The Spirit took over. 1'~any were add,d to the churdh. 

reviv1'l meeting was the most important 'thing forty and fif1y 

~here was not much other work done except go to church It 
support dr:1y r)rayer meetings. '.J.1hey were Great da~rs, great rc-

and great recults. 

It mic;ht be of interest to some today that I remember when we had 

no,:hltar service. Anyone under, conviction with a repentant heart -Vrould 
! 

f;lte.nd where they were' sitting when an invitation was c;ivcn.i Such 

response, meant salvation for the Spirit was :faithful in doint His 

the heart. Such converts were with few exceptions reaay for ba:o-

church membership as soon as opportunity presented itself'. :!Jap-

often adninistered in Lake Erie. '.!:here was no trouble to get 

to conform to the plain way and adhere to teachings of scripture 

'~,cticec1 by the church. It was true a fei·! fell by the wa:/side. ':ihen 

:vert became a member he stayed in and pulled vii th the +est. 

Funerals \·iere much different than our modern ones today. .All dead 

: .. ·la.id out and if embalmed it was done in the l-ori1e. So.::ne frie:c.d, neir;h-

distant relative took part in the wake. This was the old custoL1 

body prior to burial. Such individuals, usually two, 

a ren;.ained up all night while the family retired. It was n1y duty and 

accomr)any my cousin Vielvin Sider on one occnsion in Clri.rence 

~he night seemed rather long. 

well remember r·.:r. Chris Climen.haga, the undertaker. He had .s.l:nos·t 
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aii the funerals around Stevensville. 
'',':' >',,:/;'5, He was attired in a long black 

-~~t~ a.plue hat and black gloves. His black hearse was nulled bv a well .... .. 
blaclc team. This was the outfit which served the public in those 

.early days. 

time when Nr. Clime:nhaga needed· a black horse to malrn a matched 

his hearse he purchased.one from Ben Clime:nhaea who lived near 

Some one either rode this horse horseback or drove it 

one hundred and twenty miles home. 

the funeral service when the preachers had completed their part 

director opened 'the casket in the church. The congregation 

all the relatives then took their last look. lfo flovrnrs were 

I do remember a very small sheaf of wheat 

one time. Whose funeral I do not 1-...now. Upon 

cemetery the casket was carried and immediately IJlaoed into 

The cover was then fastened by the undertaker. The six 

lowered it to the bottom of the grave. The minister in charge 

and offered the closing prayer. Before the relatives 

open grave two men filled in the grave. 'l:he .first 

I re:.nembcr attending was my Grandmother Wi:neer's. It was a very 

Since that day lone ago I have read beside many a..'1 o::ien 
... 

to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. 

back as I remember preaching always followed Sunday School 

twelve o'clock. One minister o:;_?ened with a hyLn ;;u1d 

.. ~---" reading. Then two prayed. 1l'he last one only prayed what is 

termed the Lord' s Prayer. One did the speaking. .mother i.:in-

give some closing remarks and anounce the closing hyr1~. The 

~ri..e:re£:;ation again knelt when two prayed ae;ain, the last one :rc~)ec..t-

1.l!li.c Biohop c:r.ivo the n.rn tom1cu;i;cnt::.: u:rn1, 11 y 
- I 

"' 



, e~ditiG with these words 11 ii' the Lord will and we live." 
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I 
Sin[1 inr". the 

• J J '-» 
! 

!. In those days no special note$ or sennon outlines were ever! uocd. , I 

,It lwlls true some preachers' did considerable wilnderiJ:lil away from t~eir 
! ' ' ' 

texts or subjects. \ 1 

The sermons contained and upheld the great neJd of repentanf e and 

f'Q:tiv'Sr s:Lon. ~he definite work of the Holy Spirit was plainly ta"c/h'.' • 

always included consistent Christian livihe. I 
Taking part in lr>olitics, 

! as a jui,yn:an, or going to law or going to war was considerep very 

~ncene1atent for any member of good standing. These things were f;req_uent

l;r'\p~eached against along with belonging to Lodges, Secret Orders' or 

ll!it'ri?ll; your life insured. Heeting your fihanci:al oj>ligations was expected 
I 

oi' all. Plain attire was the outside rriark of a e;ood church 

But a heart full of love, compassion, kindness, humility, lon1:

and forgiveness was not to be lacking. Putting off the old :man 

that the body of sin might be destroyed (Rom. 6:6) was 

taught. I remember my great uncle Nicholas J:ichael relating 

his experience in killing a fox to the destruction of the 
~ltf:i'..... 

nature. He killed or thought he had7.e., fox •. Then he put his 

11'.Posedly dead) in the smoke hot1se until he had a convenient time to 

'.i.:he next day was Sunday. Uncle wanted to show his friend the 

when he opened the door to his great surprise.the fox was stand

to be killed over again. Then in compariiJ& the death 

the fox --if he is not really dead you should make sure 
Rom. 6:6 .. 

activity wus a live issue with .some. Grandf'atl"1er Bec.:.:r-ss 

of Springvale left their homes for Evangelistic I~ectines 
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seventy years ago. ·I remember Grandfather 

for me. They sowed the cood seed. 

to time special·! services were conducted there. This ·was the 

e I preached away from home. Latef1 the field was mo:ix.thorouch

by John Nigh and Bishop Edward Gilmore and others. Todc:y we 

·. established congregations there. ,. 

should not overlook the days and days the deacons spent in their 

to all the members. This seemed to be a great help in 

and unity in· the church. 

IJ:'he council meetings were well attended. vle sometimes listened to 

discussions which seemed necessary to keep the good work movin5. 

conclusion can only be--if the Wingers planted, the :Searcscs 

watered, God gave the increase. The old church is still on the 

lie;ht has not eone out. The present congregation is 01,med and 

under the faithful ministry of Bishop ·wm •. Charlton 

Plans ·are laid for enlargi;ne the present buildj_fL{]; to 

accomodate their large Sunday School. 

conclusion of these meditations and memories of the pact, I r:ust 

Saviour and Lord for what I have heard and seen and.experienced 

old chur~h at Bertie. It has so coiored my life that I, can i:ever 
~/ 

\·lhy some may ask.. Because in the old chuxch t:he first 

preached, there I felt the Spirit's conviction 

e first time, there I was made conscious that ny sins were e.11 for

'· .there they accepted me a.s a church mer21b:er and I took my church vows 
i \ 

'<day of my baptism in Lake Erie, there I gave oy first public testi-
I 

being saved, there tll,e church chose me as one of their ministers, 

had my feet washed and took comrn.union for the first time, ~l1ere I 
I 
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'> .} j . ' .· .f.l o~dained to the ministry cby Bishop J. R. Zook, there I preached tr1Y 

first lsermon from 1 Cor. 10:12. 

!!n the adjoining cemetery are the marked graves of my father ap.d. 
I 
I 

wy little brother Leslie, my four grand;?arent s and my first I 

I 
, Albert Riegle. The mortal remains of ~'l"/I brother m.in~stero 

with me in the pulpit are lying in their gra es until the !first 
. I 

The grass may have gro"Vm green over their craves but ~ t 
cover the nemory of :pleasant experiences enjoyed toeether. i 

I 

sun or the winter storms of forty t'·ro yea.rs away ~·rom 

has not faded the pictures that hang on memory'e wall' for 

written but deeply engraved on my heart. 

Bertie Church is a sacred spot on earth for me. 

.. 

By Bishop Alvin L. Winger, 
January, 1964. 
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