ONLY LIVING UNITED STATES CITIZEN, HONORED IN CANADA: DIES .

ALONZO CLARK MATHER 92 yrs.::: gave Perk to Fort Erie.
‘' Sneeumnbs in Californis:z:: was former Buffelo resident.

from the Buffalo Evening News Jan 28th., 1941. - -

A man who spent a large part of his life time, exemplifying the
spirit of International Goodwill between the United States and
Vanada? Alonzo Clark Mather 92, died Sat. night in his home in
Los Angeles. Death was said to have resulted from a fall last
August, in whieh he suffered fraetures of the left shoulder and
hand. ' ' . .

While & resident of Bufralo Mr. kather was widely known as
& philantropist on the Canadian border where & park fe;ming the
approsches to the Peace Bridge, was named Mather Park in his
honor last year. Mr. Mather donated seventy-five aeres for the
Park and $30.000 for its construetion. Mather Memorial Avreh
in the Park was the only monument in Canada erected in honor of
a living Americen . Mr. kather was President of the Greater kather
Fort Erie Realitly Company, and was the largest individual land
owner in Bertie Township, which ineludes Fort Erie.

His holdings were especielly extensive in the vieinity ef the
©ld ¥ort. He owned the Mather Arms Hotel en the Garrison Rosd. Mr.
Mather donated the site of the Mather Publie Sehoel, in Fort Erie.
Two years ago when a housing shortage developed in Fort Erie, Mr.
Mather launehed a projeet for the eenstruction of houses in various
sizes. Phirty houses were built as part of the program,

At the time of his death Mr. Mather was contemplating & project
for depening the harbour at Fort Erie Beach , to aceomodate lake
vessels. It was his opinien that everything possible should be done
to develop the Canadian side of the: entrence to the Niagara River.

Born in Fairfield, Herkimer County, April 22, 1848; Mr. Wather
was & descendent of Richard Mather , who emegrated to the United
States from England in 1635, Richards sen was Increase Mather, a
Missionery: Riehards Grandson was Cottoh Mather, a New England
preacher., The father of Alenzo Mather was Dr. William Mather, erd
his mether was Msry Ann Buelll.

He obtained his education in Pairfield Preparstory Sehool;
whieh his granfather Moses Mather had founded in 1802, as & Medieal
College. His fgther was president of the Sechool for nearly twenty-
five years; snd was widely known &s an outstanding writer and lecturer
on natural seience and chemistry.

After two years working in stores in Utica & Little Fells My,
Mather moved to Quiney Ill. In 1875 he opened & men's furnishing
vibolesale business, in Madisan 34. in Chicago, and for twenty years
was one of the eity's leading merchants.

Mr. kather was the first to construet railway stoek cars,
whieh he leased to railway companies; thereby laying the foundations
gi his fortune. At his desth he was President of the Humene Stoek
Transportation Company of Chieago.

About one half eentury ago, Mr. Mather conceived the idea of
& Internetional Bridge near the present Pemce Bridge, to be combined
with &Thydraeléetrie;pcwer'develepment projeet. His plan called for
generation of eleetrie power, by waterwheels under the bridge.
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To provide approaches to the Bridge and Power project Mr.Mather
obtaeined more than one hundired aeres of land on both sides of the
Nisgare River, and wen approvel of the Canedien end Munieipal
guthorities. State end Federal suthorities however, epposed Nr.
Bather's project. Iwo Bills authorizing the projeet were vetoed.
TheodreRtosevelt 8s Gaovenor of New York, signed & third Bill
suthorizing the projeest, but Congress inscted legislation requiring
Congressional approval of the progrem, before it eould be built.
When the Peace Bridge Commission sought land for & Csnedian term/
inus, Mr. Mather offered it st a cost, without profit; and then in-
eluded in the transaetion the lends and waterlots, constituting the

major portion of the Cansedlan Perk.
ﬁr@'@&th@ﬁ was unable to attend the formal opening of Mather Park

last yesr becsuse of injuries. He was represented by a cousin Rishard
B. Mather, 41 HNasseu Ave., Kenmore, who read & message from the aged
vhilanthrogist in walch he expressed his delight that™ the two greet
netions of the North Amerieen Continent are not merely at Peaece; but
living in hermony as friendly neighbors.

At the Ceremony, John W. Van Allen generagl coumgel for the Buffals
Fort Erie Pemce Bridge Anthority, paid tribute te Mr. Mather as:::
* endewed by his Crestor with the &bllity to grasp what works of men
ware necessary to putt it's resoureses to useful purpose.”
 ¥r. Mether meved to Chicagec abeut thirty five years sgo( 1906),
and later to Los Angeles. He was married twice; te Marthas 0 Johnson
in 1878, and after her degth to Louise Eames in 1880,

He hed & daughter by his first wife , Miss Marthe J. Mather and
two nevhews Jesse Watkins Jr. & Frank Watkins, of Chieago.




