Bridgeburg in 1908 and in 1913
wned his own planing mill
nd factory which
fnanufactured sashes and
oors. A disastrous fire in
hugust 1913 destroyed all his
roperty and before he could
e-organize the war broke out
n 1914 making it even more
ifficult for a contractor fo
nrvive, He was employec
the Michigan Central
ailroad in 1917, but after
orking as a brakeman for
ghteen months he once
bain hecame active in the
ilding trade.
Since 1919 Mr. Teal's com-
wy built many fine homes
ng the shore of Fort Erie,
the. Phipp Sireet
School  (now Rose
School), built the
sbyterian Church and the
tz Marble Factory which
been remodelled and is
occupied by the Horton
el Company. The firm
odelled the Fort Erie
pe Track and built many
s, including the Murphy-
block on Jarvis Street.
ore recently the firm of
!, Teal Ltd. has built the
i Colborne Hospital and
pleted important con-
s al the Nickel Plani in
‘ort Colborne
it: the Dunpvi

ds well as work
aresg

0. C. TEAL

Mr. and Mrs. Teal had two
children, John M. Teal, now
Mayor of the Town of Fori
Erie and Patricia (Mrs, Tom
Nodwell) who passed away
last year. They have three
grandchildren, Patricia (Mrs.
Henry):; John T. Teal and
Thomas T. Nodwell.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR




.. everything he had.

- ‘brakeman.
7in the routine of railroad work, guite content

" be crushed because he 1mmedlately began to

ound for’ opportunities to advance him-
In: 1919 few men would have visioned

"-the-'Bridgebu'r'g-'of 1930, but he was the one

Oscar Cleon Teal '(Brldgebur Ont} This

- sketch is the wmidst unusual one in this work
because it was written by the publisher, who:
interviewed the subject of this- sketch person-.
- ally,’-and obtained  the information at. first

" hand,

and his family.
~ Most successful men who' have risen. from

the bottom to places of eminence in their res--

pective fields, neVer relate the little breaks of

luck such as making friendly contacts with-

- men of importance who have assisted them,
having some relative loan them some money,

or being left small fortunes; that have tided::
them over -their bad economic pericds, nor-
any of the contributing circumstances that
have in a large number of cases been instru- --
mental in assisting them’ up the ladder of

success. The secret, in the :writer’s opinion,

of Oscar C. Teal's success mll be found by'

“reading further on.
Mr, Teal was born December 3th, 18‘%5
Bertie township, Welland county,

{Baker) Teal. His father was one of the
pioneer talmus, having been born in the same
townsh1p in 1856 and: passed away October
1st, 1927

The sub]ect of t}ns review obtained hlS early"
. education in the public Schools of Bertie town-

| ship and Bryant & Strattori Business College.
"After completing his college: course he started
in the - contracting husmess Success 8o
.crowned his efforts that.:in. May,

burg’s foremost contractor.:.. In August, 1913,
| & disastrous fire destroyed all of his property,
~and he suffered a complete loss of practically
Early in 1914, having
mortgaged all his property, he 1'e~bu11t the
. planing mill and started in to retrleve his
" heavy losses. :

In August, 1914 the ery of “War” resounded
throughout the w orld sounding the death knell
to the contracting busmeas and as a direct
result of this Mr. Teal again suffered a corm-
plete loss of practically everything he had.. . =

Undaunted, in 1917, despite the economic

'depression during that year, he accepted emi-
.ployment on the Michigan Central Railroad:

" whare he laboured for eighteen months as a
Most men would have settled down

to “let nature take its course,” and say to

.. themselves, “What is the good of trying:. I.::
.. worked hard and lost all and have now g‘ot a
F -,steady job with sure pay.’
- Oscar Teal did not happen to be of that
His indomitable spirit could nof, .

" mental type.

Because- of the out-of-the-ordinary-:
- character of Mr. Oscar C. Teal, the publisher =
" took ‘it upon his own hands. to. write this

_article in order to do fitting JUStICE to the mar

and is the .

“elder son of Reuben Sylvanus and Ada Amelia’  cil.  He:was als

- Bridgeburg: for many. years and one. of the
" directors of the Liers Club.

1913, he =

“owned his own planing mill and was Bridge-

‘tor in his business’ life.

insula.

who foresaw ' the real estate possibilities in
this community and set about to develop them.
His subsequent success as. a contractor and
builder has proved his contention that oppor-
tunitieés- are all’ about every one of us if we

‘ wﬂi “Stop, Look .and Listen.”

Sinee 1919 by diligence and close attention

to his business, he has built some of the finest

American summer: homes glong the Canadian
shore, rebuilt the Phipp Street Public School

- addition,: theé Presbyterian. Chureh, built the

Loutz -Marble " Factory, néw- re-modelled and
occupied’ by the: Horton Steel Company, re-
modelled the Fort: Erie Race Track and many
of the large husiness blocks in Bridgeburg.
-Mr.- Teal: can- honestly be said to be thé
founder. 6f the new. Bridgeburg and through
his real éstate and building operations has not

- only-added. to the material real estate wealth

of the: town, but. has:left hiz mark upon the
community by the: many. architectural monu-

- mernts that ke has érected, as he built the first
. up-to-date: business block in Bridgeburg known
‘as the:

Turphy-Teal Building : and: developed
Wintermiite : Street, which -is" the. finest res-
tricted; reszdentlal d t1 n elther Fort Erie
or’ Bridgeburg,:

“While. his .real as mldmg opera-
tions have been extre‘mely large; he has never-
theIEbS found. time: to- interest: himself in the
civic affairs of Bridgeburg, having been elected
by acclamatmn “to the’ Bndaeburg town coun-
‘assessor . of - the- town - of

When the Canadian Government was taI\mW

‘over the Grand Trunk which.is now the Can-

adian National Railread, such was the reputa-
tion of: his: knowledge: of réal estate, that he
was appointed valuator v the Gr'md Trunk
for their properties in this district:

In the beu-mmng of ‘this. article: the wute‘:
stated  that. every.!man ~who has' made any
success in life,: has. generally had - some con-
tributing factor: that played-a “highly’ impor-
tant pa1t . In’ this’ case” the: man - himself,
irtespective of anything; might hdave made as
muck progress, but: when he:was fortunate
enough to secure the consent to’ marriage of
Miss Anna Marie . Antoinette .. Murphy, he
secured not only a wife but a help-mate whose
inspiration has unquesmonably been a big fac-
“Mrs. Teal is the only
daughter of-Mr. Cornelias J. and Ellen M.
(Crowley) Murphy, of St. Catharines. By this

"marriage he succeeded in acquiring what we
- have already  referred . to as a Iucky con-

tributing circumsténce in his swccess, beca
the. writer believes it has been by her wis®

. counsel and plucky perseverance in encours

aging him to strive for better things that b

: has mounted to the top.

-They have a charming home, pleszded over

'by one of the wittiest and smartest women

that the writer has met in the Niagara Pen-
They have two chlldlen, Patricia ‘A-
and John M - .




