FOBT ERIE MILL:¢:: SR

66 from THF SIMCOT™ PAPERE,
OF THE EXFCUTIVE COUNCIL OF TJPPER CANATA,
A Council Chamrers, Newark, Augurs _6th., L7086

Present?

The Hon'ble Peter Fussel, Chairman
The Hon'ple Alexr. Grant; The Hon'ble Aeneas Fhaw,
The Petition of Wm Tunbar.
Stating that vyour petioner bpought of John Garner TLot 1 in +the tovmchin
of Fort Erie, a favouranrle spot for s Mill., That your netioner was at =2
great expence in cutting through solid rock to sunnly the Mill water,
‘hat the unexpected decrease &f the Lake waters soon fenrived vour net-
itioner of his labour, & left him involved in so much dept, his erefit-
ors took from him his farm; put in concicderation for hies grest laronr
and expence , left him the Mill and site, which he now humbly onrays that
his excellency would be pleaded to confirm to him, indevendent of the
Lot no.

1
Recormended to His Excellency to grant the nrever of the Petition

i

so far as relcetes to the Mill & cite.

1820z On Feb. - 1220 Grant & Kerbhy tonk a step to nrovide for future
purchase of the Crist ¥ill at Fort Frie Papide, from Villiam runhar, The
Mill had been built some thirty vears refore, bv W m. Tunhar and mnhar
had cut a canal through solid rock for z consicderaple Adistance , fnr
supplying it with water from the river. It escaned Aectructinn Auring
the war of 1812-14.

Life of hon. Col Kerhy by Cruikshank::::

1831. On 14th. of Jan 1831 W illiam Dunhar gave Kerhv a cuit elzim
deed of his intereste in the Fort Erie Mills for tie sﬁm of Ane

thousand pounds.
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KERBY'S FED MILL:::

In 1796 a Thomas Clark went into partnershivp with s Sarmuel t,
and Robhert Nichol. It lasted three verrs, and thev puilt
warehouses at Queenston, Chionnewa and Fort Erie.

b

Kerhy then went into partnership on his own with Fohert firont,
Urder the firm of Urant & Kerby they leacsed the Varehouncees rat
the 2bove locations.

In 1820 Gront & Kerby took steps to nrovicde for future purchese

of the Grist Mill at Fort Erie Rapids, from Villiem Tunbher,

This Mill was citusted a2t the head of the Raride anhout %/4 of »
mile upstream from Waterloo Ferry landing then =t the foot of
Catherine St. & channel wasg deenened in the Rock =long the chnre
line of the River to make the Mill rsce. The next closest Mill

was &t Chinnewa so 2l the wheat grovm within ten miles nf +ne
village wee bpbrought to Fort Frie Mille., In nrder to keen the wmild

fully emnloved 1t waes necescary to imvort grein from nther s2renme,
and this entailed a great deal of work for Xerby and his nartner.
Furing the winter the ™Mill was often ifdle, because nf ice dnsme in
the PRiver; and at trmes of the vear it wee out of oneration for
lack of sufficient water.Kerby saught heln from the fovermnment +tn
have a cansal huilt which would not onlyv accure a2 nletifl sty
of water , but would also allow =afe nacscage of hoate wnstream inm
the area of the Rapides. To thurther this dream a cormittee of nrom-
inate men in the village was formed , 2nd for ceveral vesre herpted
cdiccussions for end agiencst thisc venture were heard oroun? the
village. Finslly theidea was shelved bhecause of finanecizl re-cone,
and lack of interest in the right pl=ces.

In 18723 Grant & Xerby co0ld a third of their interect in +he
Mill to Benjamin Hnrﬁlqon. He Aied shortly aftervardes and ¥Yerhv
took over the oneration of the Mill.

in 1831 Crant & Kerby hroke up their nartnershin, =2nd ¥erpv
went into the businecs on his owvne.. In thic eme veer VW. Timbar
gave Kerhy a auit claim dee® of hie intereste in the Tort Trie

Millses for one thousand nounds.

Im 1843 recause of poor health, and +the preccure of hie
public &ffices, which made his Mill unprofiteble; Werhy sold omt
to Buffalo 1nuerests.

Everte from the Life of Col. Kerby by A.F. Cruikchank.
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Benjamin Hardison .

1796

John Garner sold to Benjamin Hardison:::

that is to say, a lot of land in the aforesaid{the
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tonship of Bertie) on the Niagara River(not including the

Mill 3ite, occupied by William Dunbdar).

Beginning at a posy arked no l. in the north _
of the lands reserved for the Crawn in Fort Erie,being the south
west angle of lot no. 1, fronting the Niagsra River: thence
north twenty chains: thence east to the site of the Mill,
occupied by William Dubbar, seventy four chains more or less:
thence along the boundary of the said Mill site, parrellel to
the Niagara River, southerly to the Military lLandss: thence west
along the boundary of the said Military Bands , sixty two clmins
to the place of the beginning; conteiring one hundred and thirty

acres more or less, with an allowance for a road.

Witness: George Forsyth
rhorn % .
Registered Nov. ist. 1796.

Original; 3t. Cetharines Nuseum.



1798::: John Garrner of Bertie 1o Benjamin Hardison oF 2ertie.

By which the said John Garner have bargained re-
leased, seld , and confirmed unto the said Benjamin Bardison
s his heirs and assigns forever, all and singular that tract
of land, situated ir the Township of Bertie in the Jounty of
~incoln, in the Distriet of Niagara : containing by admeasure-
ment 100 acres mcre or less: being lot no.l., in the second
concession of the said Township, and butted and bounded as
follows: +hat is to say heginning at the scuth east angle of
the said lot, then north twenty chairs, then west twenty chains
then south twenty chains, then east to the place of the begin-
ning.

Witness: Thomss Dickson of Queenston Esquire.
Alexander Douglas or Bertie, Merchant.

negistered 13th., day of Aug. 1798.
Ezekeil Woodruff: Deputy Registrar.
Ro. 79.

Original : 3t. Catharines Nuseum.



1801. David Powell, TLieutenant of Provincial Marines

.53 Benjamin Hardison , Fort Erie Rapids.

By which the s&id David Cowan have granted bargained sold and
rzleased unto the said Bernjamin Hardison , his heirs and assigns
forever; all that parcel of land situated in the Township of
“ertie in the County of Lincoln, in the District cf Niapgera;
cbhntaining by admeasurement 200acres &£ 50, the same more or
less; composed of lots no. 2 in the ist concession & the 2nd.
concession., of the Township; butted and bounded, that is to
say ; begirnine at the north west angle of no. 1 in the 2nd.
con. , from the River; north 20 chains, thence east to with-
in 1 chain of the top of the bank of the River, Niagara, one
hund red and twenty-six chaind more or less: thence southerly
along the sa%d river and at the distance of one chain from
the top of the =said bank, twenty chains more or less te lot
no. one, and thence west to the front of the third con., one
hundred and twenty six chains more or less, to the place of

the beginning; reserving two acres

WITKESS. John Warren of Bertie Sr.

Alexander Douglas; Merchant.

Original : Microfilm-St. Catherines Museum.



