HISTORICAL SKETCH of the
COUNTIES OF LINCOLN & WELLAND

- Declaraticn of Independance was promulgated by the Americans

. were meny of the Colonists that were fully alive to the importance

asking Great Pritian to do eway with whet thev thought were existing
grievences, but who were not by any means , prepared , nor did they wish
to remove all asllegiance to their mother countryjend consequently they
adhered to the erown, and received the name of United Empire Loyalistsg
so ealled because they advocated the unity of the British Empire.

There were Loyalists in every part of the Colonies, belonging to all
ranks es soeiety; who took up arms for their king and remained loyal
throughout the Revolutionary War, and suffered severely for their adhers
enee to the dictates of their conseciences, at the hands of the A&mericans
after the Revolution terminated.

After peace had been deelared, ~any of the Ioyalists rather then
live in the new Republie, and submit to the insults ard humiliations
which were thrown upon them, emlgrated to Canadas though many of the
Toyalists ( or Tories as the Americans ealled them) through exstreme
poverty were forced to remaln and suffer the iIndignitles- and not a few
suffered death- which the victorious *evolutionists dealt out %o them.
the love of liberty and personal rights that the Amerricans claimed they
thought for, manifested itself towards those who remianed to their sov-
ereign, in a far different way,then would be expected from those who
elaimed,so much for Jjustice and personal rights. :

?o the United Empire DOyalists belongs the ecredlt of being the
firsst ones who took up land in the Counties of Iincoeln and Welland.

F1thout doubt , persons before theU.Z. Loyalists séttled on the
¥iagara Peninsula , but theyswere not permanent land-holders and only
sought trade with the Indians.

Butler's Rangers , a Company of U.E. Loyalists who had performed
officlent services during :the Revolution, udler the command of Colonel
John Butler , came to Niagasre in 1784, and many o? the members commencéd
to bt2d themslves homes upon the land, whleh was granted to them, as. to
all ILoyalists, who had done service for their Sovereign during the Rev-
olution ; arnd not a few of the residents of Tinecdln and Telland Counties
at the present time hold the seme land that their ancestors received from
the Covermment in 1784, and the few succeeding years.

Huring the winter of the Revolution, Colonel John Butler, Capt. Josep }
Brant , snd several other commanders of Hls Yagety's Torces , had wint-
ered at ¥lagara, from which place many exspedltons were sent against
the Amerieans. After the war Colonel John Butter settled in,“iagara
where he held various offices of Prust under the Covermment? He died in
Flagara , and 18 bduried on Butlers Parm , near that village.

Pirst 4he land was settled along the onlv French Road 1ead1ng around
¥iagzre Palls, then alomg the shores of lake Ontaris, and Erie, and on
the river banks.Gradually as the roads were exstended inland , the
settlers took up the land and made homes , back from the water front.

. Yany of the refugees that settled in the Counties of ILincoln and
welland endured meny hardships, during 1724 and@ the few succeeding
vears., Scecres of families made thelr wavs , hundreds of miles through
the trackless forests, or bynarrow Indian trails to the Canadian front-
fer. Those whe took the land given them by the fovermment, and inten-
ded@ to cultivate it, erected log houses. Certainlv the house of the
early pieneers of Lincoln and Welland Counties, were net very elaborate
affalrs- for it did not take more then a dav of twoe to build one- dHut
who is there to say that those that lived in them, and had families of
healthv brown faeed childrern, when the land about them was eleared and
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covered with v-rloeus crops; =wsre not as heppy as the people of the
present dey , who live in the magnificient stuctures of wood end briclk,
furnished with costly furniture and sickly- pale feced children?

many of the early settler s for want of other clething , dressed in
bucksking heving lesrned the process of making it soft and pliable from
the Indiens; then they commenced te raise flax and hemp, from which they
wovw cleth and mede their own clothing, and though course in texture,
st1ill many a maiden had good reason te feel proud in a dress made from the
cloth she hed woven from the flax herself® as those of to-day wheo dress
in fine silks,

Tee much praise cannot be given to the pienecer mothers of theCount-
ies of Linecoln and Welland;they as well as their husbands, suffered all
the hardships incident to the seltlement of a2 ne= country; and by their
exarple and willingness , they encouraged t-eir hushbands to overcome
discoursgements,whichh many times would seem almost too great for humanity
to bear¥ith fe— comforts and a great deal 9f ward —rk,trey 422 their
1111 share towards the “uilding vp of the new homes, and making the
Ceunties of Lincoln and Welland a&s we see them to- daye.

Thelr common hardships made the early set'lers as brothers, and
shooled them in*to afeeling for each other , which never permitted a
‘fellew pleoneer to ask for help without reeceiwing it.

In 1787, owing %o very poer erops, a peried of exsteme suffering
eame-upon the people, which lasted with all nearly a year, and with some
more than a year. During this yeer of want many of the seltlers were
foreced te live upon anything whiech eould be had that would sustain life;
the buds of trees and plants in the weods were gatherd and eaten; alse
wheat bren, from which thev made a tastelesssort of bread, was used; and
the "Ten", ."Twelve®”, and other Creeks gave fish to the settlers.In fact
the settlers were forced to live upon enything that was supposed to con-
tain nourishment. *he "scarce" year was & bad year for the early settlers
and it was along time before all fully reovered from the suffering whieh
they had been forced to &ndure for the want of food.

In 1788 Lord Dorehester , then Govenor Ueneral of Canada issued a
preeclametion , by which he gave notiece of forming new districts. Wetern
Canalda was at that time formed into four districts, and the name of
Nassau was given to the distriet between the River Trent, on the east and
to a line exstending from Tong Tolnt for the Westerly Noundary, which
ineluded the Miagara Peninsula. to the Distriect of Massau was appointed
a Judge, a Sheriff, and other officers; and at once the new settlers
emerged from a martial-like law, which they had never liked ; to all the
rights os Civil Law, as administrated in a Court of Common Pleas.¥on.
Rebert Hemilton, of Queenston was first dudge of the District of Nassau,
and was looked upon by the pioneers with great respeet for the many goed
qualities whieh he possessed. ) )

The punishments for committing certein erimes were verieus; hanging
was the penalty for certain erimes, including feleny; but by far one of
the mest common punishments , was banishment te the Staes, whieh was much
dreaded. Whipping en the bare back or imprisonment in goeal, er the pillory
was also meted out to the eriminsls; but the new settlers were with but
few exceptions, a law abiding pefdple. ,

In 1791 , Colnel Yohn Graves Simecoe was appointed Lieutenant gov-
enor of Upper Cariada.In 1795, Govenor Simeoe named the Capital Newark-
now the Village of Niagara on the Lake.The first assembly of +the Hrovinei 1
Parliament of Upper Canada, took place 4 - nele

Y T ’ Place on the 18th., of September , 1792.
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