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SALMLR LOLDGE IS DESCANDART QF PIOLLER
LODEZL OF OLD FORYT BRI

Niagare Pells Lvenling Review - Cctober 13, 1954

some interestins sidelights have developed in connection

with the recent obeerv“nce of Falmer Lodge ko, 372, 4.7, and A ¥,
uf Fort zrie of the 75th anniversary of its inception, Concelved,
born snd nurtured 1ln an astmosphere of history, #slmer Lodge was
chartered in 3eptember 1879, But this o0ld village of “"rt urie
the georgrephlice and commerlelsl centre of this part of the Niag qrq
district, had both unorganized and organlized Messonwy in its vicinity
and envlrons long before that date.

The first keson of whom there 1ls s record, came to the district
in 1794, and instituted what ls now known as original Lodge io.5
of Fort iwrle, It wass a mlllitary Lodge brought out from Zngland
under the authorlty of the Grand Lodge of inglend, by Colonel Joseph
Zalmer- the grandsire of Louis Palmer, after whom the exlsting Lodge
is named. Colonel Jdoseph Pelmer and hils brother offlicers were
Regular British Army men, snd were ordered to Canada with theilr
regiments and stationed 2t old Fort irle., They established and
organized o lodge which was deslignated Fort irle Lodge No.5 and met
at the old fort., Members were: Colonel Joseph Palmer, Colonel Hersy
iarren Sr,, Ben Hardlson,3sr, Henry varren Jr,, John Palmer (son),
Henry Trout, John Warren, Thomas Bexter and John Baxter (brothers;,
Descendants of all these men left thelr mark on the early hilstory
of Waterloo and Fort irie,

48 soon asg political offasirs were settled between Canads »nd the
U, end a friendly relstion exlated, 2 number of applicante from
Eu falo were admitted tc membership: Jr. Chapmen and Fesars Ramson,
Berker, Crow, Webster, lMegbes and Johnston.

But the war clouds zgaln darkefied the sky and things becane
imposgslble, and so the wqrrant papers and peraphernallis were concealc
by John Palmer in 1812, Bro Palmer removed these documents to hile
home in willoughby, that sectlon slong the ilagara River galled
£olmer's Pt to thils day, where snother psstmaster and ancther Chapunan
Jr, Garnet kK, Chapman resldes. The wer clouds and things in genersl
contlnued very unsettled until the fall of 1815 when Bro, Falmer snd
a few others gathered at hls home end held lodge meetlngs there,
Jugcess crowne d their gfforts although thelr menvers were few ecnd
scattered, and Bro. falmer Sr,, was the flrat worshipful after thelr
re-orgenizatlon.

Two years le ter in 17917, Bro Louvls Pelmer was nesde o o
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contents, nothln; wass saved - regalle, charter, books, rscords,
Jewels and even the funds of 0ld Fort «ris Lodge Filve wers lost,

in oattempt was made to resusclste after the flre, and an
eppliecation for o new charter was sent to the Deputy at *crt Nlagars,
The appllcation found 1ts way to the Hssonle suthorities nt Toroneo
and hontraal, but for some unexplalunsd reason, no res po% as
recelved, Thus dlscoursged and scsttered, ﬂeg%iveﬁ of = hart@f
g name and & meetling place, Fort Zrie Lodge Ko.,B, was compelled to
disband.
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After tiis catastrophe, not until 1854 was & lodze restablished
in the area, a2t Ridgeway, 1t was the o0ld Dominion lodge snd mel in
the hall of Former Collector of Customs ¥, 7T, Psttison's father thers,
Ky, Pattlson 1s a former Past Master of Palmer, Brethren went from
Fort Lrie to Ridgsway to sttend meetings in devious ways. On one
meeting night records state thet some Fort irle brethren were Jjourney-

iz Lo ddgeway on a Pailﬁ%j hand ear, =nd on passing the Sexsmith
farm stopped to swlne some crapes growing close to the tracks,
wvidently Hr, Sexsnith was waeltlng for them, because he let go with
s shot gun and tls sald some of the brethren recelived buckshot wounds,

2ALMER LODGE

For some unknown regson, the first Dominion Lodge surrendered
its charter in 1879, Thaet was the year, Palmer came into existence.
witnj he following offlicers: worshipful Master, the late alfred &,
~ Jenlor :@rﬁen, willizm Thompson:; Junior Yarden, Fobert

Junior Warden, Raberﬁ Yoore; Chaplalin, 4,8, 3mith; Treas
R Erant Yarren snd decretary, John Burress, In 19227 Fort Zrie Lodre

513 wes formed =t the south 6340 and sbout the seme tlus Domlalon
bodge, Ridgeway Ho, 615, wss re-chartered. Firat Wworshioful Haster
of Fort krlie 612 was the lsote Willlam 7, Jillson, and of Dominion

613, Ridgewsy, Major James 4, Laur, Thus revitalized, Falmer is the
mother of both Fort sirie sad Dominlon Lodges,




