
• 

' 

• 

---- � � --

May 27, 1976. 

�,ALMSR LOD'J-i: rs DESC�NDAN'l OF PlObf..E R 
LOlXlE OF OLD FORT ERIE 

raagara Falls £ven1ng Review - October 13, 1954 

so�e interesting sidelights have developed in connection 
w1 th the reoent obetJrvF..noe of Palmer Lodge No. 372, A. P'. 1Uld A. M. 
of Fort 2:: r1e of the 75th anniversary of 1ta inception. Oonoe1ved, 
born and nurtured 1n an atmosphere of history, Palmer 1..odga wa.s 
chartered in ;�ptember 1879. But this old village of Fort £r1e, 
the georgraph1o and commer1o1al oentre of this part of the Niagara 
distr1ot, had both unorganized and organized Maaonltj' 1n its v1c1n1 ty 
and environs long before that da. te. 

1be f1rat Mason o!' whom there 1a a r.oord, came to the dlstriot 
in 1794, and inst.1tuted what 1s now known as or1g1nal Lodge No. 5 
of Fort li.r1•. lt was a m111t.ary Lodge brought out from England 
under the authority of t.."ie Grand Lodge of England, by Colonel Joseph 
Palmer- the srandsire of Lou is Palmer, a:fter whom the existing Lodge 
1s named. Colonel Joseph Palmer and his brother off 1cera were 
Regular British Al'my men, and were ordered to Canada with their 
regiments and stationed at old Fort �rie. They established and 
organized a lodge which was designated Fort Erie Lodge No.5 and met 
at the old fort. Members were: Oolonel Joseph Palmer. Colonel Uex FY 
Warren 5r. , Ben Hardison, Sr, Henry Warren Jr., John :Palmer (son}, 
Henry Trout, John Warren, Thomaa Baxter and John Baxter (brothers). 
Descendants of all these men left their mark on the early history 
of Waterloo and f'Ort Erie . 

A.s soon e.s political affairs we re  settled between Canada and the 
u.s. and a friendly relat1on exieted, a number of applicants from 
Buffalo were admitted. to memberah1p: Dr. Chapman and Messrs �-uneon, 
Bnrker, Crow, Webster, Mgbee and Johnston. 

But the war clouds again darkeded the sky and th in� became 
1mposa1:ble , and so the warrant, papers and paraphernaJ.1a were c o noealE 
by Johq Palmer 1n 1812. Bro Palmer re�oved these do oumenta to !11§ 
ho�e In w\llougpby. that seot1on alqng the �i@Sara �1ver cal.led 
�aj.metr s .Pt to this day, 'rthere ar..1.other pastmaster and another Char,>'nan 
Dr. damet .K. Chapman resides. 1he war olouda and. things in generFJl 
cont1nued very unsettled until the fall of 1815 when Bro. Palmer Md 
a :few others gathered at his home and held lodge meetings there. 
suooeaa crowned the-tr efforts although their members were few end 
scattered, and Bro • .Palmer Br. , was t11e first Worah1pfUl after their 
re-organ1%at1on. 

Two yea.rs later in 1317 , .Bro Louts Palmer was :nade 9. Rason · t 
the age of 20 yea.rs. A:riong tho se present on this occa sion, one 
observes some fa'11111er surna'nee; Andrew Miller, ti;dward Carr, �)r. h'"11 , 
G'harles Hibbard, !�athe•:{ Haun, Benja,nln H t.n'd1son, l:ieter ·,i1nte.rnu.t1::, 
Hohn Miller, Joseph f'Almer J'r., .Peter •oolever, dillirJ:r, Buck� �:ete? 
Laur, .1;:'et9r �dsall 9 Conr;:;, :::l House, L lel1ol0s House .9 n d J·acob hnun. 

LELu1S_ 
In 1822, Louis Pgl�er, e past m2eter, w9s installed w ith �:is 

officers: Benj. HBll. Jer:lor 41e.rder:: And rev; lller Jr. r;arde n; 
�dward Carr, l res.au rer sn1 Charles r!ibbard, :Secret.ary. Th is b:s.ni 
encountered many dlff icul tles. topl::-,1ed off by a crushing blo�--: lL .;.. ,. 
when Louis ?al:ner' s house ' .. :as burned t·_; the e.;round. w1 th al l 1 ts 
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contents, nothing was saved - regalia, charter, books, records, 
jewels and even the runds of Old Fort �rle Lodge Five were lost. 

!.n A.ttempt was ''Ila.de to reeuso1ate after the flre, and an 
a.pplioation for e new· charter was sent to the Deputy at Fort .Niagara. 
'lhe application found 1ts way to the Masonic authorities at To ronto 
and Montreal, but for some unexplained reason, no response was 
r

e c e ive d . 'lhus discouraged and scattered, deprived of a charter, 
a. name and a meeting place, F'ort E:rie Lodge No. 5. was compelled to 
disband. 

JOMI�IO:h LOOOE 

Arter this catastrophe, not until 1854 was a lodge restablished 
in the area, at Ridgeway. It was the old Dominion Lo<:se and met in 
the hall of Former Collector of customs F. 'l' • .Pattison s father th e re . 

Mr. ?att1aon is a former .P ast Master of Palmer. Brethren went trom 
Fort £r1e to Ridgeway to attend meet1ngs in devious ways. On one 
meeting night records state that aome Fort Erie bre thren were journey­
ing to Hldgewa.y on a railway hand oar, and on pa.asing the sexam1th 
farm stopped to nswipe" some grapes growing close to the tracks . 

..::;vidently Mr. Sexam1th was waiting for them, beea.use he let go with 
a shot gun and t1a aa1d some of the brethren received buckshot wounds. 

J?AU�E;R LOWE; 

. For some unknown reason, the first Dominion Lodge aurrendered 
its charter 1n 1879. That was the year, Palmer came into existence, 
with :the following officers: Worshipful Master, the late Al f re d B. 
Hurrel; Senior �arden, William Thompson; Junior Warden, Ebbert 
'.I'ho'.!lpson, Junior Warden, Ebbert Moore; Cha.plain, J.B. Smith; Treas, 
R. :}rant Wa r

r

en and Seoretary, John Burgess. In 1923 Fort Erle Lodf:e 
613 w�.s for:ned at the south end, and a.bout the sa.me t1me Dominion 
Lodge, H.id.gewa.y No. 615, was re-chartered. First Worshipful Master 
of Fort li:rie 612 was the late '.,•."illlam F. .Hllson, and of Dominion 
613, Ridg$wny, Major James s. Laur. Thus rev i tal i z e d , Palmer is the 
ir.otter of both Fort Srie end Dominion Lodges . 


