KEEBY JAMBS COL. 1785~ died 1854

James Kerby was born near Sandwich in 1785 at a
place called Park Farm , the son of John Kerby .
+t the age of twenty he was employed by Thomas Clark
in the village of Gueenston . Clark in turn wis empioycd
by GHORGE HAMILTON. 1n 1796 Kerby. .started in his own

business as shipping clerk and merchant. 1ii 1796 Cluark
went into business with a Samuel St. dﬂd Lhobert Hichol and
their Partrnership lasted three yoa¢w,inev bullt ware-~
houses at Gueenston Chippewa and Fort Erie. Kerby

went into his own Partnership with a Hobert brant; and
under the firm of Grant and Kerby, they leased the ware-
houses at these three locations. Sometime in 1811 Herby
married a Jane Lambert of {ueenstoni. Kerby had been

connected with the local militia at this place for four
years, and he was appointed Adjutant.

In 1815 Kerby took over the Red Mill in Fort Erie iils
and later erected a warehouse and Warf at the sight.ie
hired Nelson Forsyth to operate a Ferry from this dock.
uuring the war the govermment took over the stone ware-
house by the fort; and occupied it till 1813 when the
troops left. Shortly afterwards 1t was burnt by the
enemy. . :
In 1817 the government offered Sferby the super-
intendancy of the Ferries in the area and his warf was
considered the 0fficial Lauding. The war toek grest tole
on Krby's holdings along the lliagara however the
partnership of Grant and Kerby stayed in effect , and
they took up again as forwvarders and shippers of ner-
chandise {roem over the Niagara Portage.

. it was in 1816 that Kerby's first chfld wae born,
and baptised Mary Margaret Clark Kerby by the hev.
Robert Addison at Niagara Falls.

In 1818 Grant and Kerby gave the government permission

to use theirukarfat Fort Erie and half part of the

warehouse at the cost of sixty pounds tew shillings p(ﬂ

vear.

In 1820 Kerby held tthe offices of Magistrate;
a member of the Court of Requests for minor +ri-:l of
Civil Causesj;tommandant of a Regiment of militiag
Postmaster; bauvgh Warden ;3 Town Warden and acdded to
these ¥ublic offices was the prescsure of opernting his
owil business,.
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Kerby wes born ; & €
: Parm. e was the he a enty he
employed by Thonms of o Clark
turn wes employe rge 26 t into
iness on his own, a: @gimb reha e seme
yvesr Clark went into a P&rtnershlp Wiﬁh & Bawnel Sty and Robert
Fichol; and this Farinership lasted three yéarg. They built ware/
houses et Queenston, Chippawa, end Fort Erie. Ferby went inte gz
Pertrnership of his own with 2 Robert Grent. Under the firm of
G : the warehouses at these locations. 4%
w es married to a Yane Lambert of Queen-
S ected with the loecsl Vilitia &t this
ol h; ves appointed Adjutant.
st child was born, end bhaptised Nary
W —vby; by the Hev. Robert Addison , of Wiagsars

In 1818 Grent & Kerby gave the Govermment permission to
use btheir Werf at Fart Erie; and helf pert of their warehouse
gt the cost of ty pounds, ten shillings per, yesr. These
properties were adjscewt to the"Fort " on the so Auh sidee

In 1320 Perby held the offic 1
a member of the Court of Requests fo 1
Commandant of & Regiment of Militia:
Town Werden: and added to these offl

rurning his own busine

In 1821 ~Herdb! nd daughggﬁ“wa% born on Yen. 15th.
snd- bartised ¥ quecm where ?ﬁxbv wes living at the time.

In 1822 Kerby moved amily to g house in the Village
of Waterleco , near the"li] .t Robert Grant his partner had
teken over in 1820, from Dunber. Ir the same year his son was
baptised Janes hobert Michol Kgrby g on Sept. 15th., in this

very "M1i1ll".
In 1223 Grant % Kerby s01d 2 third of their interests in
the "Mill to Benjamin Hardison.
such destruction had heen done during the war %o his
ings and the NMilitary holdings at the "Fort"; and Rerby
ed ior, and recieved permission to occupy & tract’ of land
3
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. what was known &3 the Militery Reserve.*his order came
zwé;,dﬁo2 and shortly Kerby built a large barn back from

&

er; ”md begcn to cultivate several acres of these new
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Kerby was a devoul member of the Ang
he wrote the Government for nerm
construction of a new Church &t e
Tn 1826 Korbw waes elected Ward
end he again office in 1829
He sucec dﬁq tu have a postoff
irst Pos tmeoter¢ _
As Werden in the Township; it was amon
his duty to administer Government Funds to the »
In 1831 Grent & Ferbv broke up their : .
had lasted some twenty yesrs. ¥erby went into ¢ business on his
1s Fyope rj’g
n 1852
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nership, which

own, teking dver 80-90 acres of the Port Erie Ki Y
F1malnAdineg the VAT L He 3014 out 4o waffslo intersstisin
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In 1822 yerby moved his fnm$1y to a house -n
the Village near his Mill then known as ¥Waterlcoco ferry.
in 1823 KBERBY AND GRANT sold a third of their
intersts in the Fort Erie Mills toe a Benj n Hardisoll.

QN
In this very MllL his only son was btpt sedin 1822
Sept. 15h. uncer the name of {§g§§~ﬁgbggi_h, e"b" -
Much destruction had heen done to the Military hodings
at the Fort ; and Kerby applied for and received permissior
to occupy a large tract of land bb@”@ on what was Kioown
as the Military reserve.+his order came April ZIZnd./l8..
and shorly after Kerby built a large barn and proceeded to
cultivate several acres of his new holcdings.
Kerby was a devout member of the Angliamn Churkc nand
in 1824 he wrote the govcfnment for peru; ion to haul
stone for the Constuction of a church at kdb@”loo.
In 1826 Kerby was elected Warden of the Township of
pertie; and he again held this office in 1849, and 1831.
He succeede in having a Post O0ffice built and he becane

the first Postmaster.
As warden in the Township it was among his other jobs
his duty to administer government funds to the poor,.

In 1831 Grant and Serb y broke up their Partnership
which had leasted some twenty years. « kerby then went
inte the business of purchasing wheat on his owr.

In 1831 Kerby received notice of his appoinitment *o

the Legislative Couneil.

In 1832 he applied for and recelved permission to take
over a tract of land at the Fort on the Military Reserve
s building 2 large barn and putting several acres of it
under cultivation.

In 183%4 Kerby was appointed Collector of the Customs
in the place of George Hardison. He had a great deal of
territory to cover; and he was forever being outsmarted
by Forsyth and his brothers who were noted smugglers on
the Nlagara. River. There were six to eight ferries in
operation at the time, and Xerby with the help of the
government tried to make hisifilarf the officiel entry spot.
Mr. Lewis and his partner had a dock by his place of
business:. near Catherine St.: and caused no end of
trouble , a8 did everyone else in town that owned even
a smell boat. v

4 was around this time Aug . 16th. 1874 that Xerby
es head formed the first Board of~Health in the village
of Waterloo. Others on the Board were; DR. B.P. HALL
W. SMITH.,Edmund Riseley, Issac Johnaon, James Jolhnson,
C. HEall William Powell and Williaem Buck.



XERBY:
In 1838 Kerby was in command of the Queen's

Ovn Pencibles at Weterloo: which met in the old Drill
Shed on Waterleo S%t., near Queen. It consisited of Upwards
0£600 men; ineluding a Company of the 24 Reg.; who were
serviced by the REV. JOHN ANDERSON of 3%t. Pauls Perish in

Waterloo.

CARTS: SAMUEL USEEK LTE. Jo. USHEhR
JAMES EGEN We B. HOBLRTEL
EDMUND HiSELAY Jno. ric. F.Wilson
JOSEPH CLAERK

Bng. William Thompson ADJ . Dermis berby
George Koberts
Kenneth Keid i Paymaster K. hoberts

james Eoggan

Surgeons William Sutherland and Angus Hall
ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER John Martin.

At Collector of Cucstoms Kerby was constantly being
attacked by the people of the village ; and a number of
the Village notables added their names to the Petition
sent to the Govermment for his removal from the job.

KRerby had long since solcé his interests in the piill;
but the loss of his sén-in-law; the sickness of his wife
along with the pressing duties of his cother public offices
and his own bad health whichseemed ever present promted
him to finally give up the Customs Job.

In 1854 COL. James Kerby died of the Cholera; the very
desease that he had thought so hard to combat im the Village
with great honours he was lalid to rest in the graveyard of
St. Pauvls Weterloo Parish.
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serve b landinrs as wel
where good rded 1llgaliy.
ferries ru , this time 2nd Kerby
Government his the officail 1:
waye. Melso s found the compe
S0 great, ut word to kerby;
down the river spot by his Lfathers home

e
s in hopes of 1
the trade alone the river Road. He was in constant
battle wit Torsyth's who becsme notorious smugs lers on the
Kiapara River.
) 3 onstently being attecked
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by the people of the Villages and a muamber of the notables in the

rea, added their names to = petition sen to the Sovernment for his
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Kerby had long since 3014 his interests in the "u.il1" and the
loss of his son=in-law, and the ill hezslth of his wife ; and his own
poor hezlth which seemed ever present, prompted him to Lfinally give
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the Customs jobe

in 1854 Col. Kerby died of
had thought so hard to combat in th
seemily all i1l feelings foregotten
pompt £itting & herc; in the grevey
the High altar,

KERBY:::

On march 2ist., 1813 Grant & Kerby wrote to Capt.
Vaisour Irrom Queenston::: :

" We beg leave to aquaint youa 1In answer to yoir reqiest
that you can have the use of our wharf at Fort Erie for Government pur-
poses, and nalf part of tne Store House partitvioned off.( 25 by 40 £%.)
under lock and key. at the rate of sixty poands ten shillings, currency
per annam.'



1840 Letter wrote by Kerby't@ ¥r. S.B. Harrison LT.Govenor's Secretary
Sept. 16th,=-1840

''I% was not until yesterdav that I felt myself enabled t0 essume
the 3UPERINTENDENCE of the Ferry at this place, under the man-
agement of a trusty person Nr. Nelson Forsyth; and although
Fenneth Mackenzie the late encumbent €72 this side the full
benefit of it's employment up to the present periodwithout my
causing him any interuption 5 he has sti?]1 manifested every dis-
positionsince last S8aturday, the day I apprisedihim of my in-
tention to ferry to the other slde Wpwards of fifty of my
passengers; and appears determined to do so. I feel as If ‘*he
Att. General should be apprised of this , preparitoryv to the
approaching Assize at Filapgara; to the end that Mr. Nackenzle
may be made sensible of the error in opposing me.''’

ghortly after Kerby selzed James Hagpart's Boat the old Horse
Ferry which failed to report at the Port of Entryj;and 1t was
to be returned only on the payment of a fine.e Informed Mr.
Waeckenzie and Lewis who were jolnt vartners with Nr. Haggart
of hfis ententlons to proceed against them for the recovery of
damages.

1840 page 274 Kerby;- Letter to the Govenor General that he had

again taken into hand the Torse Ferry.

Relative to my situation with Nr. Mackenzie late encumberant
of the Ferry at thls place that In difference to my lease &8 .
already made known to him by Toticej;He ¥r, Kackenzle in con-
Junction with a Kr. Lewls Inkeepersipersists in opposing me <.

dally, in the most vexatious manner with small boats etc.
thereby collecting 1ittle benefits arinf from the Ferry to
my prjudiceand injurysjafter having enbarked to a considerable
emount in the purchse of a Morse Ferry and other small boats;
and r. Forsyth 1n the construction of a spacious Wharf for
a safe landing place , affording everv faci7itv to the travel-
ling public. ~i.. . STV R
Kerby had continual trouble with other boatmen of the town
and he was forever wrliting the Government with the hopes that
they would put an end to the trouble.After many letters one
- such report was made to the Gowenor by the EXECUTIVE COU¥CIL.
''The Executive Counci) have carefully considered the
complaint of Col. Kerby stetlng certain interference with his

?%ﬁgg f Perry at Fort Erle; also the complaints of the pet-
i é statlng an attempt bv Nr., Kerby As Collector of
Customs
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