
1785- died 1854 

James Kerby was borE nee.r Sa,ndwich in 1785 cit a 
nJ_ace called. Pa.rk F,a.rrn , the sor1 of J-o11i-1 J:\erb�r � 
At the age of t\.1enty he was employed by Thornc-i.s CLark 
in the village of Co;ueenston • Clark in t;.,,.rn 1-ns emj!.iloycd 
bv GEOHGE HAhlLTON .. ln 1796 Kerby, .started j_�1 h::..s own 
b�1siness as shippi:'.'.g cl er�: and m.erchan t. .l J.J 1796 �L1r-}� 
we11t i:·1to business with a Sarm�el Ste and llobert i·iichol ::ur! 
their Partnership lasted three years, 'I' hey built 1-JCn·e
houses at <.,;ueensto1: Chippewa and Fort E:::-ie. Kerby 
went into his 0\-.in Partr,_ership ·with a Hobert u;"cc111t; and 
under the L. rm of Grant 2.nd Kerby, they leo secl the 1;a1·e
houses at these three locations. borie tirt'.C .:i..n 1811 l'>.t�Tby 
married a Jane La111bert of �ueenston@ K:c:d;y had been 
connected with the loc2l Militia at this place for fo�r 
yPars, and he was appointed AdjutaLt. . ln 1815 Kerby took over the Hed Hill in Fort Erie �·lils 
and later erected a warehouse and Warf at thB sicht�ue 
fl.ired Nelson Forsyth to operate a Ferry frorn th�s dock. 
;,;uring the war the government took oveT the stone \;;xre
house by the fort; and occupied it t:;.11 1.813 '.-<hen the 
troops left. ()hortly aften.1ards it -was biUT1t by the 
enemy. 

·1n 1817 the governi11ent offered J:\.erby the super
intendancy of the Ferries in the area and his warf was 
considered the Official Laud�n.g. The >1c.n took gre;,t to1·�· 
on Krbyr s holdings along the J:Jiagara however· the 
partnership of Grant and Kerby st(i.yed in effect , and 
they took up again as forwa.rders anc: shippers of me:c-
chandi se i'::om over the laagara Portage� � .  

it l.,'as in 1816 that Kerby's first chil(f w.t� bon1, 
and baptJsed Hary Margaret Clark Kerby by the Eev. 
Robert Addison at Niagara Falls. 

In 1818 Grant o.vd Kerby gave the goven1rnent perrn.i.�;sion 
to use theiru,il\arfat Fort Erie and half part of the 
warehouse at the cost of sixty pounds te11 shillings per 
yes.r. 

In 1820 Kerby held t the offices of I-1rn.t_;:.i. s tr et te; 
a member of the Court of Requests for Minor �ri�l of 
Ci Vil Causes;Conmandant of a J�egiment of nili t.i.v; 
P ostmasteq i..:hurch \Jarden ; Town 1i1;arde11 :u1d :\cideCI to 
these .1:-'ublic offices 1--;as the pres:.;u.re of ope; itinic:: hi:::; 
own business. 



KERBY 1 S E.l<.:D I'ULL 18001s 

In 1'796 a Thomas Clark 'rent into par-tnership· with a Samt;.el St 
and a Robert lHchol. l t lasted three yesr-s and they buil tEwarehouses \ 
at �ueenston , Chippewa and Fort Erie. ln the early 18001s James 
�'-er?y along with a Robert Grant for�1e�- the Pc:-rtn,ership ,?f Grant and 
Keroy ; and leased the wa!_·ehouses Dull. t by GlarK and S'Creet. 

ln 1815 Kerby took over tne Red Mill owned by .Denjamin Hardison. 
lt was situated at the head of the Rapids about i of a mile south of 
the Waterloo Ferry Landing. A channel had been deepened in the rock 
along the shoreline of the hiver to make the Mill Race. The next closest 
Mill was at Chippewa ; so all the whef:1t grown within ten miles of the 

village was brought to Fort Erie Mills. Kerby had a warehouse built 
and also a warf; and he employed �elson Forsyth to operate a Ferry from 
this landing. ln order to keep the Mill fully employed it was necessary 
to imp"ort grain from other areas, and this entailed a great deal of work 
for A.erby and his partner. Du:ring; the winter the l'.Ull was often idle 
because of ice jams in the River ; �nd at other times of the year it was 
out of operation froI1 lack of sufficient Hater.Kerby saught help fror,1 t.:,hc 
gobernment to have a Canal ouil t; wbich would not only ass-u.re a plent.ful 
supply of water, ht::. t it would al lo'" safe pas sage of boa ts upstream in 
the area of the Hapids. To thurther this dre::;,m a committee of prominate 

men in the village was formed; aEcil for several years heatc:d cHsuccions 
for and against this venture --were heard around the village. Fin2 __ lly the 
idea WR£ shelved because of financial reasons ; and lack of interest in th 
right places. 

ln 181;:; the Gover:rnnent had taken over the stonew:.lrehouse at the Fort 
u:nd held it till 1813 when the toops left. lt was soon afterwards burnt by 
the enemy. The war had done great damage to Grant and Kerby's holdings 
in the district, however they kept the .1.:--'ar'.tnership ; and took up again 
as forwarders and shippers of Nerchandice from over the Niagara Portage 
to Fort Erie. ln 1823 Kerby and Grant sold a third of their interest in 
the Mill to Benjamin Hardison. ln-,18.31 Kerby & Grant broke partnership 
at thE: Mill which they had kept for twenty years. Kerby went into business 
on his oi;..m ; but poor heal th and the pressure ofother Public offices 
which often took h:i.m away fro:m the village, made his Mill u.nprofi table. 
1n 1851 Kerby's off:i ce and Papers we1'e detroyed in a fire, and he sold 
out to Buffalo interests. 
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Ir1 1821 
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rb' s sec:ond datlgr1ter we.s borr" 011 .J e:n. 15,Gh,. 
end 1:;c1�r�tis e-t :�ueenston ; :re �erby wc.s living at the tLme, 

fn 1823 Grant ·?c Kerby sold e, thi:rc1 of thei:r interests in 
t "iv' ill to Benj f:irn:i.n Ea Yd iso110 

in 1824 
f�c)r t.l1e 

KeY'b�1 <vas a devout member of the Anglice.n Cbui�oh , End 
1 he 1cyrote the Government for permission to h&J,J.l stone 
const1''lJCtio11 of &t new Cl:Ti.:;.rch Gt Vlraterlooc 

i:n 1.326 Kerby "ves elected Vlarden o:f the Townshi1:::i 
• l . . 1 1 " �.o • • 1 0ri q �"" d � �1 1 Q-Z 1 a�:r1d_ 1e e .. �Scli'l r1e·_t... G Oiilce lY1 .J_:_)C:�'t cu:l'- ...1... ... _,_· . .5)..!-• 

fle s11c�eeded to het'JC a_ i:iosto:ffice 1)D�il t, an.d 1-'le bece�me 
its first Postmaster. 

As }/erden in the rownship; it was eri:.r:mg nis other jobs, 

his dutv to e..dminister Government Funds to the poor. 
'1 

In 1831 G:ri=nt &; Kerby b:roke up their Pa:rtnership, which 
h2c1 lasted some twenty yec_�.rs., �er·Dy vvent into t bD;sincss on llis 
own� taking dver 80-90. seres of the Ji'o E:r:·:L:: lls .i;rope;rJ;y 
"''"'"'1"'·n,�," +.hr-' i\.iil • rt .,, solc1 rrnt -i·.n h11-ff::c1o intsres"tsin 1>3J2� 



KER_BY J AlvIES: 

ln 1822 kerby moved his farn.ily to a house �-n 
the Vill2ge near his Mill then known as Waterloo 1,«0:;··r'Y� 

ln 1823 KEEBY Airn Gl"\AJ:�T sold a third of' their 
intersts in the Fort Erie Mills to a benj�unin Hc:�rcli;.:w11. 

l Th• ' I . l J 1 • o 1" + • J • l •"- r r' 
n vLlS very hl _ n1s on.Ly�was u;,p ,,, .:;seo.-'-n � 

Sept., 15b. under the r1a.rn.e of James Robert i�. Kerby 
fvluch destruction had been done to the Mili tal'y hod.ir!gs 

at the Fort ; and Kerby applied Cor· c:d1d received permis�;io1 
to occupy a large tract of land there,on what was lL:O\ill 
�c: -'-he 1v·:� 1.; t··· -r�r T>ece·�vo '.lh"' c O.,..der , ... !'JP f' . r·i· l ':'r'1lQ1 /l'"·' 0. � \.. < , • .J.. ..L ..L C!.. � .J .L -· .L �· e • l .c> .c (, d. L - ·qJ .-'- "- '"" o () "· ;. 
and shorly after Kerby built a large barn and pr·oceecled to 
cultivate several acres of his new holdinvs. 

Kerby was a devout member· of the Angli cair. Chm?h ll:.1ncJ 
in 1824 he wrote the government fa:ir permission to lF.iL.tl 
stone for the Constuction of a church at �aterloo. 

ln 1826 Kerby was elected �Jarden of the Township o:f.' 
Bertie; ar::.d he again held this office in l829, and. 1831 . 

.tie succeede in having a Post Office built and he bc,�ar::C: 
the first Postmaster e 

As warden in thE".; Township it was a.rnong his other jobs 
his duty to administer goverr1ment funds to the poor. 

ln 1831 Grant a�1d Aerb y broke up their PartrHc;r·'.c;hip 
which had 12.sted some twenty years* .. J,terby then Hent 
in to the business of purchasing wllea t on h::'.- s OWllc 

In 1831 Kerby received notice of his appointment to 
the Legislative Cou.ncil� 

In 1832 he applied for and received perm.issian to tAke 
over a tract of land at the F ort on the Military Reserve 
; building a large barn and putting several acres of it 

under cultivationo 
In 1834 Kerby was appointed Collector of the Customs 

in the place of George Hardison@ He had a great deal of 
territo ry to cover; and be was forever being outsmarted 
by Forsyth and his brothers who were noted smugglers on 
the Niagara$ Rivere There were six t o  eight ferries in 
operation at the time, and Kerby w:Lth the help of the 
government. tried to make hislJJ'farf the official entry spot. 
Mr .. Lewi.s and his partner had a dock by his place ort 
businees:, near Catherine St .. ; and caused no end of 
.,G,rouble , as did everyone else in to\m that owned. even 

a small boato 
It was around th::ts time Aug " 1 1834 i;hat Kerby 

as head formed the first Board o:t'-'Heal :Ln the vi11o.f,l,e 
of Waterloo., Others on the Board \l'il'ere� DR. B.P. H.ALL -
•u "''f\/r'T ITT'U ,-,, ,;i • ind ni'oPl""•J Toe·1"f'! J ,JEitr.F'Si ,JO. Otl�·. \·�0 0J.¥1 J... .L;.l'l� ���J.ffi.1\...1.4.r, J;'t w�,.,, L:;:,�,1 fi .... v.,.:.:>a ..,,. 

C. Hall William Powe11 and Will 



KERBY: 
In 1838 Kerby was in command of the Queen's 

Own Fencibles at Waterloo; which met in the old Drill 
Shed o:n Waterloo St., near Queen. It consisted of Upwa rds '· 

of600 men; including a Company of the 24 Rep..; who were 
serviced by the REV. JOHN ANDERSON of St. Pauls Parish in 
Waterloo. 

CARTS: 

l!lng • 

SAMUEL USH.b;h 
J.il..MES EGEN 
EDl111Ulm Rl SELAY 
JOSEPH CLAhK 

William Thompson 
George Hoberts 
Kenneth l:\eid 
james Hoggan 

LTS. J. USHEh 
w. B. HOBLh'I'b 
Jno. MG. F.W:lson 

ADJ. Dennis J:\.e r·by 

Paymaster K. hoberts 

Surgeons William Sutherland and Angus Hall 
ASSISTANT CtUARTERlv1ASTEH John dartin. 

As Collector of Customs Kerby was constantly beinc 
attacked by the people of the village ; and a number of 
the Village notables added their names to the Peti tlon 
sent to the Government for his removal frorr the job. 

Ji.erby had long since sold his interests in the 1\Ull; 
but the loss of his scim-in-law; the sickness of his wife 
along with the pressing duties of his other public offices 
and his own bad health whichseemed ever present promted 
him to finally give up the Customs Job. 

In 1854 COL. James Kerby died of the Cholera; the very 
desease that he had thought so hard to coraba t iiG the v:;.11agE 
with great honours he was laid to rest in the graveyar"d of 
St. Pauls waterloo Parish. 



J lJ·ll3.3 !CE? . .I3Y : : : : c 0 n t • 

In hiS- position of Collector of Cw3toms this :'.ent thr:i t �e:rby he.a 
to serve both of these lRndinrs as well as numerous 3rnsller spots 
where fOOds coiltld be landed iJ.lg:r.lihy. There werr:o; six to eip:ht 
l!'erries runninc et +,his tirr:e emd terb�1 sau0ht with the help - of the 
Government to 118ke his the officail le:ndi:ng. He was thought every 
way. Nelson Forsyth , found the competition from the lower Ferry 
so great, tbat without '"'Ord to kerby; he took his 1!1erry and moved 
down the river to & spot by his fathers home . h f �t· ' _ _ _ ; in opes o g e 'J ing 
the trade that came along the riire-r Road. ne 1Nas in constii•nt 

battle with the Fors;vth 's who became notorious smug,- lers ori the 
Niaeara River. 

· -

As Collector o:f Customs , kerb;r was con3t<1ntly being at+,ecked 
bv the -oeople of the Village; and a number of the notables in the 
a;ea, a.dded their names to -'a petition sen to tbe Government .for his 
removal from this job. 

--· 
�erby had long aince sold his interests in the it1•�j_lln and the. 

loss of his son:.111-law, and the ill heal th of his wi.fe ; and his own 
poor health which seemed ever present, prompted him to final1y give 
up the Customs job.-

In 1854 Col. Kerby died of Cholera; the very desease that he 
bad thouebt so bard to corc.ba. t in the Vj_J.1<"1pe. With ereat Honour(H.J:J.d 
seemily all ill feelings foreeotter;J i}I!? was laid to rest with ere�¥ 
pompt fitting a. hero; in the e,r2.veyarl:i of 3t. Pauls , jt1st behind · _, 
the High al tar. 

KERB:(::: 
On march 21st., 1818 Grant & Kerby wrote to Capt. 

Val�o�r rrom Queenston::: 

11 We beg leave to aquaint yo-.J. in an sw er to yo0r req-.J.est 
that yo� can have the -.J.se of o�r w n a r f  at Fort Erie for Government pur
poses, and nalf part of tne Store House parti�ioned off.( 25 by 40 ft.) 
under lock and key, at the rate of sixty p o -.J.nd s  ten shillings, c-.J.rrency 
per ann -.J.m. 11 

":�- .. . , . .  _ 



1840 

1840 

Kerby 

Sept 16th,-1B40 

1 1 I t  was not until yesterda�r that I f'el� myself' enabled to assume 
the ,3UPERINTENDENCE of the Ferry at ·this place, under the man
agement of a t�isty person Mr. Nelson Forsyth; and although 
Ke:nneth Mackenzie the late encumbent @tJ. tbis side the full 
benefit of it1s employment up to the present periodwithout my 
causing him any interupt:ion ; he has sti".'1 manifested every d1s
posi tions1nce last Saturday, the day I apprisedJhim of my in
tention to ferry to the other side �pwards of fifty of my 
passengers; and appears determined to do so. I feel as if �he 
Att. General s�ould be apprised of this , preparitory to the 
approaching Assize at Nie.para; to the end that Mr. Y.iackenzie 
may be made sensible of the error in opposing me.'' 

� hortly after Kerby seized James nap-part's Boat the old Horse 
�erry which failed to report at the Port of Entry;and it was 
to be �eturned only on the payment of a fine.�e informed Mr. 

Tu:apj{:antie and Lewis who were j oint partners w1 th r�:r .. Ra.ggart 
of his ententions to proceed ap:ains.t them for the re cove ry of 
dama�es. 
pa�e 2'74 Kerby;- I.etter to the Govenor General that he had 

again taken into hand the Horse Ferry. 
"Relative to mv s1 tua ti on with ��r. Mackenzie late encumbere:nt 
of the Ferry at this place that in difference to my lease as 
al re ady made known to him by !'.'.'otice ;He !tr .. Iv:ackenzie :in con
junction with a Kr. Lewis inkeeper; persists in opposing me ,, ·· 
daily,, tn the most vexatious manner with small boats etc .. 

thereby col l e c t ing little benefits arinf from the Ferry to 
my prjudiceand injury;after having enbarked to a considerable 
amount in the pu.rchse of a �orse Ferry and o the r small boats; 
and �r. Forsyth in the construction of a spacious Wharf for 
a sate landinp place , affording everv facility to the travel-
ling public. '��··--' ,, _,;_ .� ·· .�:-:: L:, .;i c.2> ·�.c , _, ,�; ... 

Kerby had continual trouble with other boatmen of the town 
and he was forever writ1np the Government with the hopes that 
they would put an end to the trouble.After many letters one 
such report was made to the Gof/enor by the EXECUTIVE COill".CIL. 

''The Executive Council have carefully considered the 
complaint of Col. Kerby stetinR ce rtain interference with his, 
rieht Q� �errY at Fort Erie; also the complaints of the pet
f-ff6Wers> stating an attempt by Mr. Kerby As Collector of 
Customs 
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