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Bertie Hall, Fort Erie, Ontario.

‘ This house is located at 657 Niagara Boulevard (corner of Phipps
e ' Street) in Fort Erie, and is-on part of the south half ‘of lot 8 in'.
the First Concession of Bertie Township. The 60 acres of land in

That south helf had been granted by the Crown to Henry Anguish on

30 July 1806 and had come into the possession of John Reis and his
wife Anna who, in 1827, had sold it to Henry Sagar for £250. In 1832,
Sagar and his wife Hesther, sold it to William Forsyth. e

<

William Forsyth (c. 1774~1841) was probably the son of James -
Forsyth,l a Loyalist who had emigrated from Scotland probably to the
Wyoming Valley of New York, at some time betweén 1765 and 1770, The
Forasyth family had settled in Stamford Township after the American -
Revolution, and their housc at Niagara Falls was-apparéntly important
enough to be used as’ a headquarters during the War of 1812 and during
the Navy Island incident of 1838, and then perhaps as tamoorary
quarters for Lord Durham and Lord Elgine.

As early as 1818 Vllllam himself had become the firsﬁ man to build

"an hotel chiefly for the accomodatlon of visitors™ to the Falls, a big "
establishment sleeping no less than 150 and eventually with all sorts

4 of extra features - gardens, an enclosed spiral staircase to the beach,
a boat to tour behind the falling waters, a ferry service across the riv-
er, a stage service to Queenston and Fort Erie., -In the 1820's, this
witty little man, "sufficiently shrewd and well-informed"y tried to
monopolize all the good viewing points and fenee off access to the
waterfront from rival hotels. However, this led him into a political
battle with Lieutenant-Governor Maitland over encroachment on military
reserves, and the case of the "Niagara Falls Qutrage” languished so
long before the Legislative Assembly and the  House of Commons in London,
that in the end William lost heart. In 1832 he gold hisg enterprises to
the wealthy firm of "Clark & Street™, and this was when he bought the
land at Fort Erie and moved there. & bR "

William bought the "Bertie Hall™ site as part of a large purchase
that included the rest of lot 8 and alsc lot 7, some of which had been
~ "the Putman crown grant of 216 acres™. It was on the farm "known as
llfﬁwuk Cfutman")that in 1833 he began preparations "to build a Stoné House",
: getting the Lieutenant-Governorfs permission to quarry on & river-
bank reserve - 80 that this could not have been "Bertie Hall", as some-
times identified, and of course the latter is of brick.

Even before William's death, his sons Nelson® and Isaac Brock
Forsyth were becoming imnortant operatord in the Fort Erie region. By
1840 Nelson was a mercnant w a wharf of his own in that village
(then called Waterloo), and leased the ferry to Black Rock, N. Y.,

from its "superintendent" Col. James Kerby; - Brock supplied the ferry-
boat, a horse-powered scow called The Bee. By 1843 the brothers had

their own "Lower Ferry" furiher north at their "father's place™, prob-
ably on the site where it was operating in 1862, exactly on the line

between lots 7 and 8, it is described as being from Nelscn's new land-
ing "near the Red Mill" over to the Black Rock Dam (Lower BYack Rock -
Village is now the northern part of Buffalo, N.Y.) Brock at this time
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~returns for the ared. "It is ‘not clear, them, whether it Was bLilt by it

‘and of Wwhich Jarvis had sold two and a half acres to Crabb in 1874.

it was anticipasted that the place would become, in effeect, "a suburb

Page 2

was iiving opposite the Jcn, pro .AiJ on the "Bertie lall™

baoly ailre
1ot, which he had inherited in A&%l from his father.

‘Although D elson s former parvner John lcrfarlane; had , in 1840,

been made Deputy to Col. Kerby as Customs Collector at Fort Erie, and

the Colonel had gpoken of Nelson as ™a trusty person®, we now find

Kerby in 1844 complaining that the Forsyth lower landing was a "ren-

dezvous for smugglers owning smell boats" and that Nelson and Brock

themselves "owned a host of them for that purpose, and practise it y L

daily". In 1846 Kerby was even shot at when near "the widow (William) ~ :, ,
}b%

Forsyth's residence”. (Nelsowwas provably the Forsyth whose name /ézf“
has come down to us as King of the Smugglers in the district using a —

cave in that locality that is still known as the Smugglers' Home. ngJS<

Isaac Brock Foruyth apparently died berore 1851,@§:nbab;¥'being

the Forsyth—who- poSUre’ in o) Henceforward the director-

jes and maps 'are those of ‘Nelson and Sarah, who was Isaac Brock's widow.
In 1851 Nelson is listed in a one-and-a=-half-storey frame-house, Sarah .
in a two-storey brick one. It looks as if this is ceptainly "Bertie 2 S
Hall".,® The style suggests it was built not long before = there is a e
fairly close similarity of design to the Peck House, Prescott, Ont.,
definitely dated 1848 < but unfortunately 'we'lack any eatliser census
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Isaae Broek or: Sarah (%uuéﬁ ) : f
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= 1870 barah transferred title to 146 acres, including part of
lot 8 in the First Concessiorn; to her son William Brock' Fbrsyth then e
about 22 years 61d. This probably included "Bertie HH1l¥, ‘for Page's '+ .
Atlas of 1876 “sHows Sarah as still owning part of the lat But 8 little -
way north of the house ‘while Williem B.'s land gurrounded the building. i
The “@ctual corner on which' "Bertie Hall" stood is then marked in the A
name ‘of John Crabb, It is probably, therefore, part of the 10 acres” =
in the south east part' of lot’ By fronting on the Niagara Rivery that . T
William B. had sold-in 1872 o Stephen Maule Jarvis, leawyer of- Torontb,

Jarvis had also bought some of Nelson's land just to the south,
and laid it out intoe lots for a village registered under the name of
"Vigtoria"s Obviously he saw the possibilities of- develpoment now that .
the "International Iron Bridge" was built across the Niagara River
at this point, &nd that three railways also met here; for & while

of Buffalo™ on the other side of the river. A village did grow up

on his lands, both those bought from William B. and those bought from
Nelson or his heirs, and it actually developed under the name of
"International Bridge" or "Bridgeburg? However, the "Bertie Hall"
property sold to Crabb does not seem to have been subdivided yet.
Crabb, a native of Englané, Zad previously been a hotel~keeper in
Chatham, Ont., and he now sst up a "Bertie Hall Hotel" on Phlpps Street
which was probably carried on in the house 1tsel

Grabb probably defaulted on mortgage payments and lost all claim
to the land. In 1892, Robert G. Barrett took over the property from
him and in 1904 sold & HaaC“€S whieh ineluded it, to Frank Thorburn
Pattison. Pattison died in 1365 but the property is owned by his
estate, In his will, Mr. Pattison directed "That my Executors shall _ sl R
sell (Bertie Hall) and further, that they shall take into considera=- ; e
tion in the gale of the same the fact that I would prefer this pro- s
perty to come into the hands of the Town of Fort Erie, or the Histor- Bkl
ical Society of the Town of Fort Eris, and that in any negotiation in jis
Tegard to the sale of the same, that my Executors take this into
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consideration and see net tne Town of Fort Zrie, or the Historical
Society of the Town of Fore Tpie snhould have the first right to pur-
chase and if they fail to express their intention and exercise this
right within a pericod of one year after the date of my death, then I
direct mvaxecuthsAshall be free o make any other sale or disposi-

tion of the same.

‘The present occupant of "Bertie Hall is the caretakar,tMra. Anne

C, Shaddock. L o
L ‘_W, . - ‘, - _,___‘,,,,,_’—_,4_’ P
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‘designed at least
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The architect of "Bertie Hall™ has not teen identified; but there
is a fair péssibility, though no proof at all, that it was John Lat-
shaw, an American who came from Pennsylvania in 1828, He definitely
‘two other "Greex Revival” houses in the area -namely
"Willowbank", the Hamilton house at Queenston, and"Ruthven", the
Thempson house at Cayuga - his own house on North Main Street, Niagara -
Falls {later occupied by uirs. W. E. Tuttle) is called "beautiful™ in -
Marjorie F. Campbell's Niagara, and she states that he also "assisted

in building Stamford township hall and. the courthouses at Welland and .-

Niagara-on-the=Lake",

1. A list of James' family compiled irn 1785 gives his son William's-age

as 9. However, the age of dilliam o Fort Erie is noted as 60 in

his burial record, 1841, so thet the identification is not certain.
Perhaps the clergyman guessed his age. v
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2, Nelson is not among the sons of William mentioned in the latter's A
will, but other documents strongly suggest he was his son., Born about = .
fl%pé) Nelson was to0o young to have been Willlam‘s brofhels Do oo
igoq :
3. Marjorie F. Campbell, in her book Nia ara, states it was William
who died then, but his death in 1841 is well-documented,




