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.nyl single portion or occupation. Consequently, many details remain une
clear, and the cultural and skeletal material which had to be left in

the ground at the deadline for closing the operation are lamentable losses,
But the information which we acquired is reliable and important, The
material recovered is now part of t:hé collections of the National Museum
of Canada with whom w: share the responsibility for analysis. The account
which follows is mainly concerned with field excavations and impressions
of the Orchid Site material,

Lots 1 and 2, Fort Erie, Ontario are owned by Anthony Marinaccio and
stand on the first terrace above the present Niagara River level, paralleling
the river at 10° East of North. The eastern edge of the lot is approximately
150 feet from the edge of the terrace. Only the northern and western
portions of the lots were freshly leveled by the construction, the remainder
being covered with buildings or crushed stone. The portions which were
examined had been covered with £fill, As a result, no accurate reconstruction
of the original terrain could be made. But the large amounts of cultural
debris and the numbers of pits indicate that this sandy knoll was a
favored spot for human living right up to the present.,

The work of earlier investigators as well as that of the writer ine
dicates that the Orchid Site is not unique in its location or its multiple
occupations. All records of earlier workers in the Niagara Frontier such
as Benedict and Houghton indtcnte extensive remains along this terrace on
both sides of the River. But nearly all have been destroyed by modern
occupation. An exception is the Martin éite which the writer excavated in

1963 at the southern tip of Grand Island, four miles away. Surface collections

reveal the distinctive artifacts of every time period except that of Paleoindian.

Flint deposits were at one time exposed and quarried from the Onondaga lime-

stone where the escarpment crosses the Niagara River near the Peace Bridge
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which has obliterated the former workshop about a mile from the Orchid Site.

Examination of the disturbed surface at the Orchid Site showed two
areas to be investigated, One, Unit A, later shown to be an ossuary, was
a discrete unit and will be described separately. The second area, Unit B,
was a narrow strip delimited by the house in the adjoining lot to the north
and the edge of the crushed stone to the south, It consisted of the refuse
of several occupations, but mainly Late Middle Woodland. Scattered about
{n the refuse were single burials end pits. One of the most interesting
finds was an Iroquois burial with netsinkers and wearing on his chest a
shell gorget inlaid with blnc.Venetian beads,

Unit A.

The bulldozer had removed the surface over most of this area except
for an unknown extent which was under the bulldozer-cut bank. In removing
the upper two feet of the feature, the machine had left a mass’ 6f broken
bone which was further confused by looting. This mass was fidentified as
as ossuary, and its unique structure warrants a brief description,

The form of the ossuary was roughly oval with numerous lobes like
scaliopso Interpretations of the shape were complicated by intrusive pits
on both the eaatetﬁ and western edges, Irrespective of the irregular
outline the maximum length and breadth were the same, 18,5 feet, and the
maximum depﬁh. 6.5 feet below the original surtgce. The structure was
very complicated, consisting of a central core of bone rimmed by a wide
band of brown sand within a central pit. Around the edge were several
subsidiary pits, shallower than the main pit and separate but attached
to the main pit. The contents of the pit were gtratified in three layers.
The top layer was the core of bome. Below this was a middle layer which
was nearly sterile brown sand. The bottom layer was £illed with bone and

covered the bottom and sides of the pit,







